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News from Holy Trinity School  

 

 

Collective Worship 

Collective Worship this term has focused not just on the Christian calendar, notably exploring        
Epiphany, but on how we show the message of Christmas and the love God showed us by sending his 
son to earth, through our own words and actions. With the help of Father Nick and his team along with 
other visitors, we have considered the importance of looking after our world and all in it. We have   
examined the word 'Responsibility' and thought about how small actions we might take responsibility 
for, can have an enormous impact if others do the same.  

 

With this in mind, the children enjoyed hearing from Wild Cookham's Mike Copeland about how the 
British bird population is coping with a changing planet. He not only passed on his expert knowledge 
but also encouraged the children to get active in this year's RSPB's Big Garden Birdwatch'. Perhaps 
some of you took part in the event a couple of weeks ago and if not, I hope an interest in the wildlife 
on our doorstep has been sparked in your child.   

 

A visit from Pete Jones, 'Partners For Change, Ethiopia' recently helped the children appreciate how 
they are making a positive impact on the lives of villagers in Gende Tesfa. With encouragement from 
28 ambassadors, mainly from Holy Trinity, our fund raising in the past has funded small business   
training for one hundred parents with children at the Breakfast Club at Gende Tesfa School. We are all 
hoping that additional money raised through two projects, 'Pennies For Change' and 'Bags for Change' 
will continue to provide breakfast for those who need it most.  
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News from around the school  

 
Desborough College Maths Challenge 
 
You may recall me reporting last term on a maths 
challenge set by  Desborough College for primary 
schools across the borough. The competition 
which our Year 5 and Year 6 students entered, 
required them to demonstrate a secure grasp  
and quick recall of times table facts. On a set day back in November they took a ten minute 
times table test to establish how accurately and quickly they could answer 100 multiplication 
and division questions. Papers were sent off to the boys' school and we awaited results. Not 
long after, we were delighted to discover that out of all the schools who took part, we came 
third. 
In January I was invited with two of our Year 5 pupils, Phoebe Matthews and Barney Davis, to 
attend a prize giving ceremony at Desborough during which we were presented with a 
cheque for £1000 to spend on maths resources which will benefit the whole school. I was 
extremely proud of all the children who took part and delighted to receive such a hefty 
amount which is sure to go a long way in purchasing quality equipment. 

Swan Class Seem a Little Chilly! 

Brrrr! It’s been a chilly start to the year in Swan Class. The children have been learning about the    
coldest parts of the world and producing some great writing during their Big Write sessions each Friday 
morning. Arctic polar bear poems have featured and they’ve also found out what it’s like to visit the 
Antarctic and write letters home. Last week they drew and described some amazing snow creatures 
that they discovered on their travels! Maths work has included making ‘cool cocktails’ during which 
they learnt all about capacity. 

The display in the classroom is the result of mixing cold colour paints and embellishing Jack Frost finger 
patterns using pastels. Freezing adjectives that they children have generated are shown amongst the 
pictures, all of which have been used to help them with their writing. 

Next term they’ll move on to a warmer topic – fire! 
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Orchestral Day at Claire’s Court School 

At the start of February we were delighted to take part in an orchestral day at Claire's Court 

Senior Girls School. Having received the invite a few weeks earlier, a selection of children who 

play orchestral instruments to a certain standard began practicing  four pieces ahead of the 

event. Supported by their music teachers, they learnt the music so that by the time the day 

arrived they felt confident in their ability to participate. 

The day began early when 47 musicians ranging in age from just seven to eighteen gathered in 

the school hall to begin rehearsing. Jennie (Yr. 2) on the flute, Daisy  (Yr. 3) and Maja (Yr. 5) on 

the violin and Harriet (Yr. 6) on the cello found themselves joined by other string and       

woodwind instruments along with pupils on brass and percussion. After an intense morning of 

playing together we broke for lunch where we were treated to delights from the school      

canteen before a run around outside. A shorter amount of time in the afternoon meant just a 

final quick run through of the programme before parents and teachers started arriving for the 

much anticipated concert. All went to plan; the orchestra, including our four talented           

performers,  played spectacularly and wowed the audience with melodies which transported 

them around the world.  

It was a wonderful day and a great opportunity for the Holy Trinity pupils taking part who    

experienced for the first time what it is to play in a large orchestra.  
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Preserving our Planet 

This term Year 5 have been busy building on the progress they made last term. Their English work has  
transported them into the rather dark and mysterious world of Fritz and Dr Kalmenius through their study 
of Philip Pullman's 'Clockwork'. Using the novel as a stimulus for writing, they have constructed character 
descriptions, written diary entries of an imagined visit to Glockenheim where they encountered some 
strange townsfolk, compiled instructions for keeping safe Sir Ironsoul and carried out research on wolves 
before producing non-chronological reports. The text has really inspired the children to produce some     
fabulous written pieces.  

They were equally inspired by Mr Copeland's presentation on British birds 
and delighted when, after his assembly to the whole school, he spend time 
in Year 5 talking to them about some of the problems birds native to the 
UK are facing. The pupils, knowledgeable and passionate about ways of 
preserving the planet, have been busy exploring how best to do this.    
Clips from the recent Blue Planet series have helped them appreciate just 
how urgent finding solutions are and how important it is to spread the         
message. 

Wednesday is always a highlight of the week when the children get an                
opportunity to learn new melodies and accompaniments on the steel 
pans with Paul from Culture Mix. Their playing has improved dramatically 
since the start of the year. Mrs Martin has been teaching the children new 
hockey techniques on Thursday afternoons and a series of gymnastic       
lessons on Friday has helped the children build body strength and improve 
balance. Everyone works hard to impress the coaches.  

Year 5 have also planned and carried out a number of investigations in   
science this term. In order to test the suitability of different materials for different purposes, they have 
made predictions and devised a number of ways to reach informed conclusions. In their last investigation 
they used grease and water to find out which paper would be best suited to making a bag for takeaway 
food. Not surprisingly, greaseproof  paper came out well. Cheap and easily available though it is, newspaper 
ended up in a soggy mess! 

Sustainability, and the pros and cons of deforestation have been a main concern when looking at rainforests 
in geography. Having made a start on this topic in Year 3, pupils were able to build on their knowledge and 
look at the reasons why the major rainforests are still being destroyed at an alarming rate. Throughout the 
term, the children have thought about their responsibility towards the planet and ways in which we can all 
cut down on using plastic.  It is wonderful to see the children developing awareness as true global citizens. 
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Inspired by War Horse  

Year 6 kicked off the term with a trip to see War 
Horse at the New Theatre Oxford. The children 
had been studying the book and using it as a 
stimulus for creative writing before Christmas 
and were keen to see how the stage show    
compares. With incredible puppetry and sound 
effects, Moorhen Class thoroughly enjoyed the 
production which gave them further insight into 
the story. The class conducted themselves in a 
mature and sensible way throughout and have 
since written some wonderful theatre reviews. 

Children Learn About Road Safety 

On 16th January, Year 4 invited Imogen Leonard, 
a Borough Safety Officer, to come and talk 
about the importance of road safety. During 
the talk, Imogen covered the 'Green Cross 
Code', as well as exploring safety on the road, 
how to cross sensibly, wearing seat belts and 
the importance of wearing a helmet whilst     
cycling. The children all listened intently and          
demonstrated a superb understanding of the 
important messages she delivered.  

Exploring our Surroundings 

This term Kingfisher Class has been studying  
buildings. They have designed some rather        
exciting buildings of their own as well as looking 
at those in their surroundings. They have explored 
the history of our school and were lucky enough 
to have a visit from Freya's father who, with the 
help of his incredible drone, was able to show 
what the school looks like from above. He also 
provided them with some fabulous images of local 
landmarks and, with Arran's commentary, even 
took them on a 360 degree trip around Cookham. 

Fascinating Learnings from Teals 

Year 4 have dived into Anglo-Saxon history this 
term and are building up a picture as to who the            
Anglo-Saxons were, where they came from and 
what life was like for them. 'Beowulf' is a famous           
Anglo-Saxon poem which was adapted into a 
story book by Micheal Morpurgo.  Year 4 used 
their imagination and the story of Beowulf to 
produce some top quality pieces of writing full 
of adjectives, similes, metaphors and high level 
punctuation.  

Shape, space and measure has been a key topic 
in maths this term with Year 4 growing in       
confidence when naming 2D shapes and their 
properties. They can name the different types of 
angles and identify lines of symmetry in 2D 
shapes presented in different orientations. Teal 
Class have also described positions on a 2D grid 
as coordinates and have even made detailed   
treasure maps using this knowledge as well as a 
knowledge of compass direction.   

The science topic for this term was 'States of 
Matter'. During this unit of study the children 
have learnt the properties of solids, liquids and 
gases carrying out a number of related            
experiments. At the beginning of the term, they 
considered where their own 'special' place was 
and thought about why it was special to 
them. This led on to their understanding of 
'Pilgrimage' (a religious journey to a sacred 
place) and the journeys Christians go on and 
why. In particular, they read the story of St    
Bernadette of Lourdes and learnt why Christians 
go on pilgrimages to that particular place in 
France.  

Paddington's Favourite! 

Year 3 rounded off a busy term with their       
assembly which focused on their study of     
Robert Swindell’s book ‘Ice 
Palace’, food groups and 
nutrition in science as well 
as London landmarks in   
geography inspired by  the 
film ‘Paddington’. They 
couldn’t end this topic   
without making delicious           
marmalade!  
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What a success Maths Week has been! We have been extremely fortunate to welcome in some    

parent speakers who have a run a variety of stimulating activities to classes across the school. These 

included a workshop led by Mr Powell on making profit from designing a product. The children were 

given the challenge of designing a Lego toy and box to package it in whilst working to a budget. 

Moorhen and Cormorant Class also welcomed Mr Davis who explained to the children about the 

different types of banks and then taught them how to play the stock market. He gave them the     

opportunity to do a bit of trading themselves with pupils having to decide who to invest their money 

in before then seeing how much they made. The classes clearly had an eye for it as all of the groups 

made profit. In addition Mrs Rennie, who also joined Year 5 and Year 6, told the pupils all about her 

work in accountancy and then set the children the task of finding out which type of sweet cones 

would make the most profit at the school Christmas Fayre. This gave everyone an insight into the 

costs, some hidden, involved in making a product and demonstrated that sometimes producing the 

most expensive item doesn’t  always make the most money. Mr Cuin-Wood delivered a fascinating 

presentation to the older children explaining all there is to know about number. There was some  

super tricky maths going on and Mr Gosling was thrilled with his class’ understanding of it. Teal Class 

welcomed Mrs King who carried out a workshop on structural engineering. After a presentation, the 

children had the opportunity to put what they had learnt about building structures to the test when 

they built their own towers from straws. Mrs Woodhouse joined Teal Class too and taught children 

all about merchandising and how to make profit. Finally Teals learnt how to count up to 10 in Urdu 

during a workshop led by Mrs Munir.  

We also welcomed on the Puzzle Company who worked across the school challenging the children to 

solve problems and they ran an escape room activity with Key Stage 2. Metro Bank joined Year 3, 4, 5 

and 6 running workshops on banking and offering advice on how to save money while each class had 

the opportunity to use their maths skills to cook. The children followed a whole range of complex 

recipes using skills such as measuring, conversion, ratio and proportion to produce some delicious 

treats. Explore Learning joined us on a couple of days to run some interesting sessions with the 

younger year groups on converting measure as they played at being zookeepers and superheroes.  

Each class also had a fun filled Friday when they took part in the Maths Relay Quiz run by Moorhens. 

Finally there was the fiercely competitive Young Enterprise challenge. The children come up with a 

host of ideas to raise money from serving afternoon teas to running dodge ball tournaments. I can 

confirm the money from each class has been counted and verified and results are as follows. The 

children will have fun spending their profits next term. Thank you for supporting them in this        

venture. 

 

 Year 1 = £127.80 Year 2 = £107.85 Year 3 = £100.46 Profit 

Year 4 = £162.00 Year 5 =  £56.10 Year 6 = £151.65 Reception = £180.29 

What’s Been Happening During Maths Week? 
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If Year 5 have ever questioned why we 
study mathematics in school, they will not 
be  wondering anymore. Mr. Seymour, 
who is both a dad and a pilot, explained 
how maths is used in so may aspects of 
flying. They learned to calculate the  
shortest distance between two places and 
to use both globes and maps. They also 
saw how to use coordinates and find  
places in the world using longitude and 
latitude. The life of a  pilot is certainly   
exciting as pilots also use mathematical 
calculations to factor in wind speed and 
make sure they land in the right place.   
To finish his fascinating session,               
Mr Seymour showed a clip of a plane   
performing a perfect crab manoeuvre 
which the pilot needs to perform if it is 
windy when he comes into land. Year 5 
will be seeing maths (and flying) in a 
whole new light. Thank you, Mr Seymour. 

During Maths Week, 
Kingfisher Class found 
themselves picking 
their way through a 
grid, trying to learn 
from trial and error in 
order to navigate their 
way to the end of a 
course. Despite the odd 
mistake, persistence 
paid off as the children 
learned from errors to 
reach the goal. 

The Kingfisher Enterprise Event was a roaring    
success as the children enjoyed showing their  
families some of the exciting technology which we 
use in The S.H.E.L. While parents and children 
tucked into some tasty 
treats, they looked at  
programmable model 
kits, green screen        
locations, controllable 
Blue Bots, virtual reality 
headsets and a plethora 
of educational iPad apps. 

The Year 5 Maths Quiz got 
underway with Year 6         
invigilating! With house 
points on offer for successful 
teams, there was all to play 
for. Brains were whizzing as 
complex maths problems 
were tackled! 

Year 5 designed a maths 
treasure hunt for Cygnet 
Class which they enjoyed 
finding answers to in the 
sunshine! 

Year 5 and 6 enjoy dabbling in stocks and 
shares through a workshop run by Mr 
and Mrs Davis. 

Children cook up a storm with cake sales! 

So Many Ways in which we can Explore Maths! 
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 Dates for your Diary 

 19th Feb  -  Start of new term  

**************************************** 

23rd Feb  -  Yr. 4 Class Assembly—2.45 

**************************************** 

26th  - 2nd March  -  Book Week 

************************************** 

27th / 28th  -  Parent Consultation Evenings 

******************************************** 

2nd March  -  PTA Quiz night 

******************************************** 

9th March  -  KS1 & Cygnets’ Mothers Day Assembly 

******************************************** 

Thinking of Others During Half Term  

By getting involved with the two initiatives set 

by our friends from ‘Partners for Change,’ we 

can all help make a difference to children's lives 

in Ethiopia. ‘Pennies for Change’ and ‘Bags to 

School’ will certainly keep you busy over the 

next week or so. Further details can be found in 

the attachments.  

 

Sporting Updates 

  Netball 

   Rugby 

Follow us on twitter and see more of what 

we are up to! @HTSchoolCookham 

 
What a season it has been for the girls’ rugby team. 

Playing some absolutely wonderful rugby, the girls 

simply outclassed the opposition winning 18 out of 18 

matches and securing the out of borough Six Nations 

Championship.  

Mr Gosling was absolutely thrilled with the way the 

team performed and conducted themselves    

throughout. Well done girls on an outstanding effort. 

The dedication and consistent hard work shown in        

training from the netball team has continued this 

term. On the 25th January, Holy Trinity played a 

home match against Cookham Dean. Through team 

work, communication, resilience and cooperation, 

the Holy Trinity netball team secured a 7-0 victory!  

The netball team looked forward to a rematch 

against Cookham Dean next term, as well as some 

matches against Lowbrook! 

Holy Trinity in the Top 1% of Primary Schools in England for Attainment in Mathematics 

Results from the 2017 Key Stage 2 Standard Attainment Tests in which 100% of our pupils reached or 

exceeded the expected standard in mathematics, have placed Holy Trinity in the top 1 %  of Primary 

Schools in England. These results are the culmination of hard work and outstanding teaching across 

the school and we are proud of the fact that last year pupils left us with the necessary fluency in this 

subject to prepare them for a successful secondary school education and beyond. I am sure you will 

want to join  us in celebrating this success. 

Have a wonderful half term break, 

Anna Smith 


