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News from Holy Trinity School
Collective Worship
This term as you might expect, our focus during Collective Worship has been the period of Lent and the events
leading up to Jesus’ crucifixion on the cross and his ascension into Heaven. With the help of the clergy we have
considered why Easter is such a significant festival in the church and what we can learn from the events
surrounding it. The Eucharist, which was at the heart of our Easter service at church, served as a fitting memorial
of the death and resurrection of Christ reminding us all of the words Jesus shared in his final meal with his
disciples, ‘Do this in remembrance of me’. I do hope that those of you who were able to attend enjoyed the
performances from the choir and the contributions from Year 6.
On 1st March our two choirs performed at ‘Maidenhead’s Got Talent’, an annual event sponsored by the Rotary
Club held at Taplow Court. The concert gives pupils across the borough a platform on which to perform. Mainly
choirs take part but solos performers and dance troops also take to the stage. This year we were one of seven
local schools participating. Our choirs performed three numbers, ‘Underneath the Lovely London Sky’, ‘The Place
Where Lost Things Go’ both from the film ‘Mary Poppins Returns’ and ‘Amini Utupe Na Ustawi’, a traditional
African song which they sang superbly. Despite feeling a little nervous before their turn, they conducted
themselves with great professionalism and control. My thanks go to Mrs. Laraine Brown who worked so hard to
prepare them for the event and all those of you who came along to support them in their venture. Although the title
of the event might suggest a competitive element, no winners are declared; success comes in the form of taking
part and every member of the choir should feel elated with their contribution.
On Thursday they were again in action, performing at the ‘Music for Change’ Concert at Holy Trinity Church,
Cookham. The concert, in aid of ‘Flutemaker Ministries’, featured many of our students not just singing as part of
the choir, but performing in solo acts and in groups. Some of our flautists also took to the stage. It was a wonderful
village event which showcased local talent and helped to raise money for a terrific cause.
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News from Around the School
Book Week
Book Week at the start of term gave us a wonderful reason to celebrate the joy reading can bring. We began on the
Monday with poet and rapper Rob Bradley who entertained everyone with his ability to manipulate words and
create rhyme. In an extraordinary assembly he took thirty random words from the children then proceeded to
incorporate them in a five minute rap which he made up on the spot. He had the audience wowed. The workshops
which followed had everyone rapping and dancing to the beat.

Lady Aurelia Young, a Cookham resident, also joined us to talk about her book ‘Finding Nemon’ which tells the
fascinating story of her father, a sculptor. The older children were absorbed with the stories she had to tell and the
insight she offered into writing and publishing. She wasn’t the only local author to be invited into school.
Barton Williams too had an extraordinary story to tell about his own life travelling from war torn Vietnam when he
was a small child and Leysa Henderson inspired everyone with her passion for preserving the planet and saving
endangered species. Her narrative, ‘Lost Lives’ provided a powerful platform for discussing these topics.
Another local celebrity, Wendy Craig, star of countless television programmes including the BBC children’s show
‘The Worst Witch’ adapted from a book written by Jill Murphy, read to Year 3. She took time to answer many of the
children’s questions all about her acting experiences. She didn’t arrive in her Worst Witch costume but she had lots
of stories from the set to tell.
Then on Wednesday several local schools joined us for a workshop with Heather Butler, author of ‘Us Minus Mum’
and ‘The Milkshake Detectives’, who gave away some of her top tips for writing an entertaining narrative. Heather
helped the children shape their own stories throughout the day.
Dragons and Middle Earth was the order of the day on Tuesday when everyone entered the world of the ‘Enormous
Pumpkin’ to hear and share stories of mythical creatures. We were transported to lands far away with tales of
dragons and hobbits. We were grateful to ‘The Story Museum’ for bringing such wonderful tales to life.
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The Little Bookshop
A highlight of the week seemed to be a visit to ‘The Little Bookshop’ on Cookham High Street. During some of the
class trips there, author Lisa Buddin read from her book ‘Five Cat Magic’ and everyone had a chance to make a
purchase. We were grateful to Trisha and her team for making us so welcome and for presenting us with goodie
bags to take away.

We ended the week meeting and learning from author and story teller Cat Weatherill. Cat has written many children’s
books and has a wonderful way of bringing stories to life through her telling of them. She was quite a hit on a day
when everyone came to school dressed as book characters. The range of characters depicted was enormous. The
staff who never like to let a learning opportunity pass, revealed clues throughout the day which the children had to
piece together to guess the story villain. They seemed to have fun guessing who was who! All in all it was a
wonderful week which really highlighted the enjoyment books can bring.

Charity Work
Thank you for supporting the Bags2School campaign during the term; £209.20 was raised. On Comic Relief day we
collected £227.00 and The ‘Pennies for Lent’ campaign, steered by pupils Ava and Arthur Knight, remains ongoing.
Your child has until 26th April to complete chores around the home in exchange for cash.
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Year 6 - Sky Studios
Year 6 had a fantastic trip to Sky Studios where they
had the opportunity to tour the premises and then, with
the help of staff, film their own news report. With the
environment, and in particular the use of plastic, being
such a prominent issue today, it was decided by all that
the report would focus on the impact plastic is having on
the ocean. The children had an absolutely fantastic time
and showed off some very professional skills in front of
the camera. They also enjoyed many other aspects of
producing a news report including script writing,
directing, filming and producing and editing the piece.
Great job Year 6!

4
Year 5
This term Year 5 have used Phillip Pullman’s novel,
‘Clockwork’ as a stimulus for writing. It has helped them
produce some stunning pieces in a range of genres
which we hope those of you who were able to come
along to their assembly enjoyed hearing. It also led to
the creation of a performance piece in which they
children worked in teams to produce a ‘dance’ replicating
the inner workings of a clock. Their repetitive interlocking
movements provided a feast for the eye.
Many classes this term have perfected their hockey skills
during P.E. sessions with the help of coach Jenny Martin
from Marlow Hockey club. Year 5 have fully embraced
the opportunity to improve their techniques and become
more adept at working as a team. Our thanks go to
Jenny for the work she has done across the school.
Another lesson new to the curriculum which Year 5 have
responded enormously positively to has been
Philosophy for Children. Each week they have taken on
a different topic to discuss. Debate has been lively and
thought provoking allowing everyone the opportunity to
express an opinion on subjects from global warming to
animal cruelty. Already they are becoming increasingly
confident in formulating ideas and responding to what
other say.

Year 4

Year 3 - Update

Earlier on in the term, Year 4 invited Imogen Leonard,
the Borough’s Road Safety Officer, to come in and talk
about the importance of road safety. During the
presentation Imogen covered all aspects of the 'Green
Cross Code', as well as the life saving aspect of wearing
a seat belts and the importance of including a
cycle helmet as part of the gear when cycling.
The
children listened intently and demonstrated a superb
understanding of the important messages she
delivered.

Swimming lessons at the Magnet Leisure Centre came
to an end this term. The expert tuition from session
leaders at the pool have seen the children progress
beautifully. The children were presented with their
certificates in assembly on Thursday.

Week four saw them perform in an assembly to a
packed hall. Through drama the children began by
retelling the history of how the Anglo-Saxons came to
settle in Britain. Continuing with the Anglo-Saxons
theme, they then performed a dance they had learnt.
High quality writing was read out as the pupils shared
their adverts for becoming a warrior and first person
recounts of King Arthur preparing for his first battle. A
particular highlight of the assembly was the rap the
children performed about sandwiches which they wrote
during Book Week with the help of Rob Bradley. This
was before concluding the assembly with a poem called
'Don't Call Out' which resonated clearly with the staff.
The aim of our assemblies is to give the children a
platform on which to perform. We hope it helps them
develop a confidence for public speaking which they will
take in to adult life. Thank you as always for coming
along to these events to support them.

In science, our study of rocks has been fascinating. We
have explored natural and man-made rocks and looked
at how natural rocks are formed. We tested a variety of
rocks for permeability and durability to decide which type
of rock would be most suitable for a kitchen work
surface. The children also studied how erosion occurs
along our coastline and carried out an experiment to
simulate it.
To coincide with our visit from micro pigs Penny and
Rosie, the children have studied Charlotte's Web this
term. We have focused on character descriptions and
used evidence from the text to create illustrations of
Zuckerman's barn.
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Braywick Nature Centre Assembly

Mother’s Day Assembly

Last week Alistair Will from Braywick Nature Centre
came to talk to the children in an assembly which he
called ‘Life, the Universe and Everything: Science and
the big question of our time’. He tackled questions such
as ‘What is science?’ ‘How big is the universe?’ and
‘How are chimpanzees and humans related?’ He
finished off dealing with the issue of ‘How can we save
the Earth?’ The children listened attentively and were
really engaged as we shared with him some of the ways
Holy Trinity are looking after the planet, by for instance
creating and developing our wildlife area. We told him
about the work our Gardening Club and Eco-Council are
doing. Please continue to support them in their projects.
Currently they are after your help in collecting used
batteries which should be brought to school in the boxes
each child has been issued with.

Cygnets, Swans and Kingfishers held a very special
Mother’s Day Assembly last week. Each class performed
a poem, sang two songs together and every child had
the opportunity to say a little something about the special
people in their lives. There appeared to be not a dry eye
in the house! The children then invited members of the
audience back to their class so a present and card could
be presented ready to be opened on Mothering Sunday.

Cygnet Class will be visiting Braywick Nature Centre
next term.

Explore Learning Writers’ Award
A couple of weeks ago, as I reported in a weekly
newsletter, we were joined by Explore Learning who
came to tell the children about a national event they are
driving called ‘A Chance to Change the World’. The
competition requires pupils to write a 500 word story in
which they incorporate their ideas on how they would
change the world. In entering they are in with a chance
of meeting head judge Alesha Dixon and winning a four
day break for two adults and two children to Disneyland
Paris. Over the Easter holiday your child’s homework is
to put together their entry. They have until the first week
back after the holiday (Friday 26th April) to submit their
entry to their class teacher; this will allow us to pass
their entry to Explore Learning when they return to
school to collect them.
During the assembly the team from Explore Learning
helped the children put together some ideas but if they
are struggling for a starting point you might like to visit
https://www.explorelearning.co.uk/writersawards/ to find
out more. The website allows you to submit their entry
yourself but we are equally happy to pass them on to
the team when they next come in. Your child has
already been given a writing booklet on which to record
their
story; we are looking forward to seeing the
finished results.

Rock Steady Concert
An array of musical talent was shared at the end of term
Rocksteady concert on Wednesday 20th March which
the school and several parents were treated to. What
the children have learnt since the beginning of the term
is impressive! Their talents in playing the drums,
keyboard, guitars or singing as a lead vocalist was
showcased, as was the collaborative work in performing
as a band. Well done to all who participated and our
thanks go to Mel and her team from Rocksteady for all
the hard work in preparing the children for the event.
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PTA Emerald Ball
Yet again our annual PTA Ball was a sensation. The event at the Odney Club which was extremely well attended,
successfully raised a considerable amount of money for our latest school project which those of you who were there
will have heard me speak about.
The ball has been many months in the planning and a lot of work went into ensuring its success. Having taken over
from the previous team, Mark Mason did a superb job steering the project. He was ably assisted by a small
committed group of parents including Kate Winrow-Davies and Renee Harris who all worked tirelessly sharing their
vision and making sure it came to life. My thanks go to all of them for their efforts along with Richard Parker and
Dave Ramsey who did a fine job acting as hosts. Thank you for coming along and being part of the event.
Popcorn and Pyjama Party
The most recent venture by the PTA was the ‘Popcorn and Pyjama Party’ just over a week ago. Having arrived
suitably dressed and with cushions and soft toys, the children settled down to enjoy the entertainment. The event
was extraordinarily well supported although being in school with all their friends and allowed to socialise in a
somewhat more relaxed manner seemed to be rather more appealing than watching the film. Nonetheless the tuck
shop proved a hit and everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy themselves. My thanks go to the team who planned
the night and helped in the supervision of the children.
Cygnets go into ‘Space!’
It has been another busy term for Cygnet Class focusing on the topic of ‘Space’ which they appear to have loved.
They learnt about the planets of the Solar System and made paper mache planets to hang in the classroom. Their
favourite story was ‘Aliens Love Underpants’ which led them to create and design their own space ship and aliens
to go inside. The children loved acting as astronauts in the space station role play area even taking a trip to the
moon in their very own space rocket! Book week was a definite highlight for Cygnets; they all brought in their
favourite book and had the opportunity to talk about it. They particularly enjoyed the ‘Pumpkin Story Telling
Workshop’ when they listened to a tale about a dragon and acted out parts of the story. Visiting ‘The Little Book
Shop’ in Cookham was also fun. The last day of term ended with the children going on an Easter egg hunt before
taking home Easter cards they have made and an Easter basket full of delicious Easter treats.

Swan Class—Fire! Fire!
As part of their work on the Great Fire of London, Swan Class were very excited to have a visit from the local fire
service. As well as learning about the equipment on board the fire engine, they watched Mrs Hall dress up as a
firefighter and identified how she would keep safe whilst tackling a blaze!
The class then re-enacted scenes from the Great Fire, passing buckets of water along a human chain. The bakery
and houses of Pudding Lane were placed close together and, once lit, the wind fanned the flames and the children
saw how quickly a fire could spread. Many thanks go to Mr Strudwicke and fellow firefighter Dan who gave up their
time and demonstrated how fortunate we are to have such amazing emergency services now.
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Eco-Council: The Eco-Council have had another successful term and are delighted to have been awarded their
Silver Award. To achieve this, they needed to demonstrate that as a school we are aware of the importance of
the environment and current environmental issues. Our Eco-Council were also required to implement a whole
school initiative. We chose the Big Battery Hunt! The Eco-Council have been amazed at how many full boxes we
have already received! The scheme will run until June 2nd so please continue to fill up your boxes.
Holy Trinity has also signed up for the RBWM Greenredeem rewarding recycling scheme again this year. Please
sign up to donate your recycling points if you are able to at greenredeem.co.uk/rbwm We received a cheque
for £180 last year, which we were very grateful for.
You may remember the Maidenhead Matters Litter Art competition which took place at the beginning of
term. Scarlett Smith's (Year 4) entry was selected for display at Maidenhead Library. Scarlett chose to make a table
setting because so much food packaging is made of plastic. Scarlett and her family were invited to the private view
which took place at the library attended by Theresa May.
Next term will see the introduction of Eco-Points...watch this space!

Comic Relief

Little Pigs

As already reported earlier, we were proud again this
year to support Comic Relief. Following as assembly
during which the children learnt all about Farhad, a little
boy who lives with his family in a refugee camp having
fled from his home in Afghanistan, everyone was keen to
help him and others like him for whom life is difficult.
Dressed in red, we enjoyed a day knowing we were
helping to make a difference.

You may have heard about the very special visitors we
have had in school this week! Penny and Rosie, a
gorgeous pair of micro pigs, were made very welcome
in our wildlife area. Every class had the chance to feed
and spend time with the pigs in their enclosure. The
children have had the chance to explore the needs of
pigs and to discuss the RSPCA's 'Five Freedoms':
Freedom from hunger and thirst, from discomfort, from
pain injury and disease, from fear and distress and
freedom to express normal behaviour. We hope you
enjoyed the chance to meet our guests after school on
Friday.

Together we raised £227.
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Football
Long has the question rippled around the corridors of the Holy Trinity training facility: if
we were a biscuit, what would we be?
The bitter, dark winter afternoons called for something warm and filling - perhaps a
caramel wafer warmed over a piping hot chocolate. The Scandinavian offering seems a
little heavy-legged when compared to the fleet-of-foot who fill our cookie jar. However,
something rugged was the order of the day as the boys lined up against St.Edmund
Campion early in March. The afternoon gathering was overseen by the most doddery of
hosts who had presumably no idea where the glasses, perched impudently on top of his
head, actually were. The last thing one would want to do at such an event, of course, would be to whistle for fear of
projecting one's false teeth into an unsuspecting guest's cuppa. Therefore our boys had to tolerate a match of frequent
and indiscriminate dunkings. Mercifully, these lads don't crumble. A well-deserved treat of an equaliser was snatched
from the plate by the host himself - probably reaching for what he thought was the remote control.
A comparatively civilised encounter with Cookham Rise was entirely more palatable; familiar, comforting, absorbing. A
Custard Creme of a match, you'd think. But no, that old biscuit barrel favourite was never going to satisfy everyone, most
notably Leaf Jnr who deals in far more sophisticated metaphors - gimme a dark chocolate, mint Kit Kat or I'll growl like a
Wookie.
A trudge up Winter Hill warranted more than the garibaldi of a pitch that greeted our B team on their arrival at Cookham
Dean. Clearly filled with disgust, the boys treated the ball as if it were that most villainous of all biscuits, doing all they
could to get that filthy thing as far away from them as they possibly could. All the indignant swiping led to some starved
rumblings at half time. The second half offered crumbs of comfort as the team realised that if you want something more
tasty, you need to go out and get it. Yet a narrow defeat left the team hungry.
The final match of this term's assortment box saw Holy Trinity invite their friends over for what turned out to be a
smashing party. Lowbrook are a refined, high-quality team - the Viscounts of the biscuit world. The truth is though, as
delicious as a Viscount is, they don't taste too Nice if they aren't freed from their wrappers. No sign of Jammie Dodgers in
this selection, the Trio of goals from Harris-Evans was so hot it's a wonder the chocolate didn't melt.
Hmmm...what a Club!
Report by Mr Burn

Rugby

Netball

What a term it has been for the rugby team. Not only
have both the Boys’ and Girls’ A Team gone
unbeaten, participation is at an all time high.
Having won the league back in November, it was now
time for the mixed A Team to compete in the playoffs.
Playing quite exceptional rugby, they comfortably
defeated all competition bringing home the trophy yet
again. Mr Gosling is exceptionally proud of the team’s
efforts, not just on day, but also in training where the
real hard work takes place. The B Team also
performed brilliantly in the Tier 2 playoffs competing
against A Teams from other school and achieving
some great results.
Not to be outdone, like the mixed A Team, the Girls’ A
Team performed absolutely brilliantly and with such
determination against tough opposition, winning their
league. Mr Gosling was thrilled with all the girls
involved a special mention goes to to Leah Youthed
whose contribution was simply unbelievable. Joining
them, was the first ever Girls’ B team. Considering the
inexperience of the children involved, they performed
incredibly well, playing with a smile on their face
throughout; they should be proud of their efforts.

Well done to all
children involved
throughout the year.
What a season it has
been!

The first of the matches was a home game against
Courthouse throughout which the team were focused and
driven. Through some excellent passes and brilliant
defending, the final result gave a win to Holy Trinity, 5 - 4.
Oldfield were our next opposition. It was noticeable to see
how accurate our shooting was in this home game and
how well the team supported each other looking for those
clear passes. Holy Trinity dominated the game producing
another win of 10 goals to Oldfield's 2.
A week later, the team travelled to St Mary's. The match
has to be the fastest paced game in league history. Strong
attacking, defending and shooting was seen again from
the team and their spirits were high. By the end, Holy
Trinity had secured their third win, scoring 7 goals to St
Mary's 1.
The season ended with a match on Thursday against
Riverside which was perhaps the squad’s toughest game
this term as they faced a strong defence from the
opposition. However Holy Trinity team's perseverance and
resilience was terrific. Another very close game was
played out with each team taking the lead after each
quarter. Despite the final score being 6 - 7 to Riverside,
the team went home with a smile.

Well done to the whole
netball team for some
wonderful play this term.
Our thanks go to Mrs
Newman and Ms Huish for
helping to train the squad
and sharing their expertise.
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Star of the Week Awards

APRIL
16th

National Offer Day for Foundation
Children

26th

“Pennies for Change” collection day

26th

PTA Easter Bingo
Cygnet Class

MAY

Sean Boyle for amazing progress in all areas
of his learning

1st

PTA Meeting at 8pm

1st

Bucks CC Transfer Test (11+)
Portal opens at 3pm

1st - 3rd

Book Fair

2nd

Charity Cake Sale for FND

6th

Bank Holiday Monday

Isabel Parker for always presenting her work
with clear, joined handwriting and beautiful
illustrations

10th

Cookham Festival (Choirs)

Kingfisher Class

10th

PTA Quiz Night

13th - 16th

SATs Week

Scarlett Turner for trying hard to be in school
on time to help with morning tasks

15th

Cygnets trip to Braywick

Gosling Class

17th

Year 6 trip to Longridge

17th

Year 1 Class Assembly

Jacob Wingrove for his superb attitude to
learning

20th

Year 5 trip to Science Museum

Teal Class

24th

Year 6 leavers & Sports Group
photos

Alfred Bedwell for his continued hard work
which has resulted in tremendous results

24th

Cygnets Class Assembly

27th – 31st May

Half term

JUNE
10th

Sports Week

14th

Sports Day

18th

Arthur Burgin Science Exhibition

21st

Year 2 Class Assembly

24th - 28th

Arts & Culture Week

27th

Bucks CC Transfer Test (11+)
Portal closes at 3pm

Swan Class

Cormorant Class
Adam Saqib for some intelligent contribution
to RE discussions
Moorhen Class
Ollie Myall for a positive attitude to his work
and for going that extra mile to ensure high
standards are achieved

JULY
1st –5h

Devon Week—Year 6

5th

Spanish Club Assembly 2:30pm

6th

PTA Summer Fete

8 - 10th

New Foundation (September 2019)
children visiting

11th

Leavers’ Church Service

18th, 19th, 23rd & 24th July INSET days

Follow us on twitter and see more of what
we are up to! @HTSchoolCookham

Happy Easter

