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News from Holy Trinity School
Open Evening - 3rd December
At the beginning of December we held our first ever Open Evening to allow
prospective parents to have a look around our school. The evening was very well
attended and the staff received many positive comments from our visitors about what
they saw. Our Year 5 and 6 children did a wonderful job showing them around and
demonstrating teaching methods; they were rewarded with hot chocolate and biscuits
the following day! I was proud of everyone for showing off our school in such a
wonderful light.

Collective Worship
In recent weeks, with the help of Father Nick and his team, we have been celebrating the season of
Advent. This culminated in our Christmas Carol service in church which I am delighted many of you
came along to. For those of you who were unable to join us, through words, music and mime the
children told the Christmas story. Both the Junior and Senior Choir sang with three members of the
Senior Choir, Phoebe Matthews, Alex Macleod and Joshua Mustard beginning the service by singing the
first verse of 'Once in Royal David's City'. Two of our Nativity cast, Spencer Stockdale and Lily Gethin,
also shone when they sang solos. Miss Davies on her cello accompanied the Senior Choir and several
members of staff in a beautiful rendition of 'Ave Maria' before we all returned to school to enjoy a
Christmas lunch.

Carols with Choir
A very magical evening was had when the Junior and Senior choir sang by candle light at their 'Carols
with the Choirs' concert at the beginning of December. They have been rehearsing hard for the event all
term, meeting early before school to learn their repertoire and fill the corridors with music. My thanks go
to all the performers for their commitment to choir and of course to Mrs Laraine Brown for her hard work
in selecting songs and training the children for what was a very special evening full of Christmas cheer.
Thank you for coming along and donating to ‘Smile Train,’ the charity which we have chosen to support
this Christmas.
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News from Around the School
KS1 & Foundation Stage - Norden Arts Farm Trip
On Friday 7th December, Cygnet, Swan and Kingfisher
Class went to watch ‘The Fir Tree’ at Norden Arts Farm.
The show which featured live puppetry and music was an
adventure set in the idyllic and peaceful Moominvalley.
Cygnet Class were especially excited as it was their first
school trip! The children thoroughly enjoyed the magical
and amusing story, behaving magnificently throughout
the show and on the journey there and back.

Year 5 and a Poet in Residence

Year 3 - Goslings

This term Year 5 have enjoyed a number of workshops
working with published poet Coral Rumble. During their
sessions with her which have all taken place at school,
she has taught them the conventions of poetry writing.
With her guidance they compiled their own poems all of
which had a connection with ‘yellow’, a topic she gave
them. The poems featured autumn trees, yellow
dinosaurs, sinister bananas and sunsets to name a few.
Once the children were happy with their creations they
were ready to take part in a special event organised by
Coral at the Holiday Inn in Maidenhead. A total of four
local schools were invited to participate in this poetry
recital, sponsored by Rotary, which celebrated poetry in
all forms.

This term Year 3 have been exploring festivals of light.
We began with Diwali before moving on to Loi
Krathong, an important Thai festival. Loi Krathong is
celebrated by making a wish for the coming year
before releasing lotus shaped baskets, decorated with
candles and flowers, onto open water. We were
delighted to welcome Mrs. Williams into Year 3 who
supported Cerys in giving a wonderful presentation
about the festival. Mrs. Williams made the class the
most beautiful basket which we released on our pond
in the wildlife area.

The children performed superbly.
They
read
their
poems,
embellished with movement, with
terrific confidence and intent. It
was a wonderful evening which
everyone seemed to enjoy. In the
new year the children’s poems
will be published in an anthology
which we are excited about
receiving.

Bikeability
In November Moorhen Class took part their Bikeability
course. The instructors were full of compliments about
the behaviour of the children
as well as their knowledge of
road safety. The children
thoroughly enjoyed the week
and reported that they now
feel far more confident using
their bikes on the road. Well
done Year 6.

We have also looked at the Swedish festival of Lucia.
Alongside Midsummer, the Lucia celebrations
represent one of the foremost cultural traditions in
Sweden. Lucia is an ancient mythical figure
representing a bearer of light in the dark Swedish
winters.
Goslings finished the topic by celebrating Advent. We
each made a Christingle and explored the meaning of
each component.
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Explore Learning Maths Workshop

Young Entrepreneurs

Year 5 & 6

All this term, a number of enthusiastic Year 5 and Year 6
children have been learning what it takes to run a
successful business in Young Entrepreneur Club. During
ten after school sessions led by Katie Breen and Julie
Rennie they have explored business ideas, worked out
costs and profit and created publicity all of which has
brought their businesses to life.

We always try to have fun with maths at Holy Trinity
but on Wednesday 31st October, Explore Learning
came to take this one step further. The workshop
which the team delivered, aptly named ‘Dice
Dilemmas’, put the problem solving skills of both
Years 5 and 6 to the test. The children worked
collaboratively to use their mathematical reasoning
strategies and knowledge of missing number
problems to tackle the dice dilemma. A knowledge of
probability proved to be very helpful! At the end of the
session, the pupils were given evidence of their
efforts to take home to show off what they had learnt.

National Young Mathematicians Award
Our Year 6 maths team were also invited to compete
in the National Young Mathematicians competition
hosted by Explore Learning. Although our team
unfortunately didn’t advance to the next round, they
worked brilliantly as a team and showed some
excellent problem solving skills. We are all very proud
of their efforts.

Two weeks ago, in teams, they presented their ideas to
three dragons, local successful business men and
women, in a bid to win the ‘Dragons’ Den Award’. The
competition was tough but after much deliberation the
prize was awarded to ‘Team Tutti Fruity’-Bella Holford,
Lula Parker, Tilly Stockdale and Leah Youthed. Some of
you may have seen their business idea in action when
they sold fruity kebabs to customers after school. The
girls were successful in raising just over £88 half of
which they donated to Children in Need.
Last week they were invited onto the Melissa Gayle
Show on Marlow FM to talk about their experience. You
may have heard them speaking live about all the things
they had learnt. It has been a terrific project which all,
not just the winning team, have benefitted from. We
hope that a new group of young entrepreneurs will be
keen to take up the same challenge in the new year.

Riverside Nursing Home

Year 5 Class Assembly

Last week twenty three members of Junior and
Senior Choir walked to Riverside Nursing Home in
the village to entertain the residents with a collection
of Christmas carols. They sang a full repertoire of
hymns and jingles which many of the elderly
folk joined in with. After, there was an opportunity to
meet and share stories which everyone enjoyed. The
residents were warm and welcoming and several of
the children returned to school happy in the
knowledge that they had made many smile.

Hard work and lots of practice paid off when the
Cormorants presented what they had been learning, in
an assembly to their parents this term. Starting with
information about the Solar System to showcase their
wide knowledge of our place in the universe, the
presenters gave details about each of the eight planets
along with other important facts. In order for the parents
to see what goes on ‘behind the scenes’ in other subject
areas, a short film of the class showing off their skills in
PE was shown. Next, the class were able, not only to
greet each other in German, but to sing their greetings in
this language, no mean feat as they only started to learn
in September! As the assembly fell in the same week as
parents’ evening, it provided a great opportunity for the
children to share a poem which described this event
from everyone’s point of view. A short play provided an
interesting but informative way to show off what the
class have learned about the Ancient Egyptians in
history lessons. The final prayer was followed by a visit
to the Cormorant classroom for parents to see the work
the children are quite rightly very proud of.
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Visit from Thames Valley Police
Community Officer

This year, the collections following the Nativity play
and “Carols with the Choirs”, will be added to
Christmas post money and given to an international
children’s charity ‘Smile Train’. Children with cleft
lip and palate have difficulty eating, breathing,
hearing and speaking. Cleft repair surgery is simple
and the transformation is immediate. The money
will go towards training local doctors to perform the
surgery in their communities. Those doctors then
train other doctors, creating a long term,
sustainable system. Smile Train has transformed
the lives of more than one million children by giving
them the power of a smile. Thank you very much
for your donations which totalled £336.75

“Is my home safe?” This was the question posed by
the Local Community Officer from Thames Valley
Police, when she visited Years 5 and 6 on Monday
10th December. Following a discussion about how
everyone can contribute to keeping the whole
community safe, the children were given a security
survey to complete regarding their own home; and
that of any elderly relatives they know. Cookham will
definitely be a safer place for their efforts.

Christmas Parties KS1

Christmas Party KS2

The hall was filled with Key Stage One children
having a wonderful time at their Christmas party last
Tuesday afternoon. Festive games and energetic
dancing came first, followed by some delicious party
snacks before home time. Phew!

On the afternoon of Wednesday 12th December,
Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at Holy Trinity School were
taken over by elves, snow queens, Hawaiian
dancers and many other Christmas characters. As
soon as the bell rang to say that lunchtime was
over, the Key Stage two classrooms were
transformed into Christmas grottos with plenty of
festive food to tempt even the fussiest reindeer.
Leaving the feast behind, the partygoers met in the
hall for some very jolly games and dancing. After
the final twirl, each of the one-hundred and twenty
guests went back to the classrooms to enjoy the
delicious spread. All too soon it was time to pack
away the last crumbs and get ready for home.
Everyone was tired, but happy in the knowledge
that Christmas is well and truly here.

Happy Christmas everybody!

This term the PTA has continued to be busy
organising events for our school community which
have raised funds for projects we are working on.
New additions to our learning environment are two
working pods which have provided a quiet space
for small groups to meet. My thanks go to the PTA
committee for steering the organisation of events
and to everyone for supporting them in their
ventures. Do look out for dates of meetings next
term; come along, all are welcome.

Book Fair
A big thank you to everyone who attended and
helped at our Scholastic Book Fair in November.
The takings were a fantastic £736.70 which means
we have 50% of this to buy new books for school.

Children in Need
During November we were delighted to receive a
visit from Pudsey Bear who made a special journey
to Holy Trinity School before appearing on
television to tell everyone what Children in Need is
all about. By dressing in spots we raised £232.
This money will enable the
charity to continue to ensure
children and young people
have a childhood that is safe,
happy and secure which
allows them the chance to
reach their potential. Thank
you for your support in this.
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Emerald Ball - 16th March 2019 7pm - 1am
I am delighted to share with you the details of this year’s PTA Ball; after four years of organising Tara has handed
over the event to me and a team of helpers. I have kept the format similar to the past events and hope that we can
raise exceptional funds for the school as in previous years and have a really enjoyable and memorable evening.
Below are the key details:· Odney Club Cookham
· £60 per head (Includes Golden Raffle Entry)
· Reception Drink, Three Course Meal, Band, DJ
· Black Tie or Lounge Suit/Evening or Cocktail Dress
Table Bookings can now be made in groups of 8-10 at the link below:-

https://goo.gl/3AKJDL
Any support with auction donations will be gratefully received. Please email details to katewinrowdavies@gmail.com
If you have any ball ideas, questions or aren’t part of a table booking and would like to be added to a created table
please email me at holytrinityschoolball@yahoo.co.uk. I hope you are as excited about The Emerald Ball as me and
I look forward to seeing those who can attend on the evening.
Mark Mason

The Inn-Spectors!
No, they weren’t Ofsted inspectors visiting Holy Trinity last week, but INN–spectors discovering baby Jesus born in a
stable! What amazing talent was shown by Cygnet, Swan and Kingfisher Classes when they presented this story of
the first Christmas! The children must be congratulated on their clear, confident speaking as well as the enthusiasm
and flair shown when dancing and singing. Many thanks to everyone who helped the children rehearse, provide costumes and support the performance.

PTA Christmas Fayre
The PTA Christmas Fayre is always an important even in the school calendar. This year it seemed even bigger and
better than before. Thank you so much for supporting the school by donating gifts, setting up and running stalls,
packing away and spending your money. It really was a wonderful event which the children in particular seemed to
enjoy. My thanks go especially to Laura, Kate and Kristina for masterminding the whole affair and to the choir for
opening the show so spectacularly.
On the Sunday following our fayre, a Holy Trinity stall was set up and manned by a dedicated group of parents at
the Cookham Street Fayre. The combination of these two events raised £2987 which will all be used to fund
projects which will undoubtedly benefit your child throughout their time at Holy Trinity

Thank you Mrs Evans for coordinating Christmas cards and mugs
prior to this. A total of £240 was raised from some fantastic
designs by the children. Thank you to everyone else who has
helped to make such grand totals possible.
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Our newly formed Eco-Council have had an extremely successful term. The team of 14 children (two children from
every class in the school), have fully embraced the challenge to become an Eco school. Their first task was to
choose three topics to work on. To enable them to decide, they completed an evaluation of what we do well at Holy
Trinity and areas we could improve on. The children chose waste, water and transport as their focus. Following this
decision they produced an Action Plan to include a Walk to School Week and the introduction of Eco points. More
details will follow in the New Year!
Our Year 4 Eco-Councillors, Tristan and Arthur, organised a competition for each class to
design a fully recyclable mascot. Well done to Swan Class who won the competition.
In the very near future, we hope to have a Green Redeem reverse vending machine in our
school. Linked to RBWM, this high tech machine will accept plastic bottles which will then be
converted into money for our school. The Year 5 and 6 Eco-Councillors have been busy
building a prototype to the exact dimensions so that we can decide on the best position for the
it.

To fit in with our waste topic we are now collecting used postage stamps alongside milk bottle tops both of which
support the Air Ambulance Charity. Please send postage stamps into school with your child. Their class
Eco-Councillor will then put them in the box provided.
As a result of our Eco-Council’s hard work, we are thrilled to announce we been given a Bronze
Award, the first step in our journey towards becoming an Eco-School.

Gardening Club

Help us Receive Funding for our School!
In keeping with our environmental awareness, we have
embarked on the Greenredeem School Donations
programme, which enables RBWM schools to receive a
percentage of £3,000. Any RBWM resident who is a
registered member of the Greenredeem programme can
choose to donate their points to our school. The more
points Holy Trinity have, the more funding we will
receive.
If you are not already registered please go to
www.greenredeem.co.uk/rbwm and you can start
collecting and donating points to Holy Trinity; you can
earn up to 200 points per month!
The donation scheme runs until 1st March 2019.

Gardening Club have had another busy term. After their
design was accepted in the RHS Wisley Christmas tree
competition, they have been working hard to make a
variety of decorations inspired by nature. On Tuesday
4th December, they travelled down to the Glasshouse at
Wisley to bring their design to
life. Gardening Club are very
proud to be one of only five
primary schools from London
and the home counties to be
selected for the festive display.
Visitors to Wisley will be able to
see our tree until January 6th, so
if you visit over the Christmas
break, do look out for it!

Continuing our link with the Odney Club, Gardening
Club invited Odney gardener, Mr. Magowan to school
to teach our young gardeners how to make festive table
decorations. The challenge was to create a 3D design
which hid all the oasis and looked attractive!
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Remembrance Service

The children, parents and staff of Holy Trinity were joined by David Cherry and Lyn Higham from The
Royal British Legion for this year’s Remembrance Service at Cookham’s War Memorial. A two minute
silence was respectfully observed and our clay poppy was laid by Ameen Al Amin and Olivia Pakenham our eldest and youngest pupils – demonstrating that those who gave their lives to protect our liberty will
never be forgotten.

WWI Church Exhibition

To mark 100 years since the end of WW1, Holy Trinity School was invited to Holy Trinity Church to view the fabulous exhibition on display there. In the week leading up to
Remembrance Sunday, every class in Key Stage 1 and 2 was able to visit the
exhibition. We were met by members of the congregation who talked us through the exhibits. The exhibition was incredibly moving and helped the children to make sense of Remembrance Day.

Poppy Appeal

As our Remembrance song explains, during November thoughts are turned to those who fought and died
in the war. On the run up to our Remembrance Day service at the War memorial, the children were proud
to wear poppies and make donations to the Royal British Legion by buying rulers, pencils, sharpeners
and reflectors all adorned with the poppy symbol. In our support of the Poppy Appeal, we were proud
to send £293.88 to the Royal British Legion. Thank you for helping us in this.

Rock Steady Concert
Last Wednesday, the school and some of you
were treated to an upbeat morning of music as
our Rocksteady bands performed. What the
children have learnt since the beginning of the
term was impressive! Their talent was showcased,
not only through them learning how to play the
drums, keyboard, guitars or sing as a lead
vocalist but also through the collaboration to
perform as a band. Well done to all who
participated and thank you to Mel from
Rocksteady for all her hard work preparing the
children for the event.

Rugby
What a term it has been for the rugby team. After
the A, B and Girls’ Team soundly defeated
Lowbrook Academy, the A Team took part in the
Autumn 6 Nations series. Going unbeaten in all 12
matches, our rugby team took home the trophy in
emphatic style as they were crowned champions.
Well done to all those children involved with the
rugby club this term.

Netball
Determination, dedication and perseverance is
never absent from the netball team when they
meet every Wednesday morning before school
come rain or shine for training . The team have
had some close matches this term with the latest
against White Waltham being particularly
competitive (White Waltham 5 Holy Trinity 4). Next
term the team can look forward to more matches
as they progress and further develop their skills.
Many thanks to Mrs Newman and Ms Huish for
their help over the past few weeks training the
squad.

Football
The blues of Holy Trinity have enjoyed a solid start
to this season’s Maidenhead Under 11s League,
despite a chastening 2-0 defeat to Oldfield and a
narrow and little deserved 2-1 reverse against
Furze Platt. Great encouragement can be taken
from victories against Lowbrook and Waltham
Saint Lawrence and in the team’s performances.
These are teams packed with quality and skill. As
they knit together as a squad, they can look
forward to a bright second half of the season.
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Star of the Week Awards

January
3rd

Start of Spring Term (8:45 am)

14th

Year 5 - Fire Safety Talk

15th

PTA Meeting 8pm

15th

RBWM portal closes for
Reception Applications for
September 2019

23rd

Year 4 - Road Safety Talk

Cygnet Class
Freya Wright for being such a proud and helpful big
sister to her new baby brother Rory
Swan Class

February

Seb Ramsey for an excellent effort when reading and
writing

4th - 8th

Maths Week

8th

School Disco

15th

Year 3 - Class Assembly

Lily Gethin for filling our hearts with the sweetest song
during the Nativity

18th - 22nd

Half Term

Gosling Class

Kingfisher Class

William Wood for thoughtful, considered writing with
wonderful use of language

March

Teal Class

1st

Maidenhead’s Got Talent (Senior
& Junior Choir)

Lois Sellman for always putting 100% into her learning
and for her positive happy attitude

4th - 8th

Book Week

Cormorant Class

8th

Children dress as their favourite
book character

12th

Parent Consultation Evening

13th

Parent Consultation Evening

15th

Red Nose Day

16th

PTA Emerald Ball

19th

Whole School & Class Photos

22nd

Year 4 - Class Assembly

27th

Year 5 - Class Assembly

29th

KS1 & Foundation Mothers’ Day
Assembly

April
4th

Easter Church Service at 10.30am

Advance Notice

14th June 2019 Sports Day
Follow us on twitter and see more of what
we are up to! @HTSchoolCookham

Jonny Renouf for always being a first class member of
our team
Moorhen Class
Aston Smith for always being polite and for applying
himself to all areas of the curriculum

Merry Christmas
&

A Happy New Year

