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A Word from Miss Smith  

I do hope that those of you who came along to our service of readings and carols at Holy Trinity Church yesterday 

enjoyed the experience. It marked the end of what has been another busy term full of events which the children 

seem to have enjoyed very much and which I hope you enjoy reading about here. Despite it being a positive few 

weeks, it does end with some sadness as we have said goodbye to Mrs Bradley. Mrs Bradley joined Holy Trinity 

School as a teaching assistant thirty years ago. During her time here she has seen very many changes and of 

course she has seen a huge number of children come and go. We are very sorry to lose her and enormously  

grateful for the hard work and support she has given to so many of our pupils past and present. I am sure you will 

join me in wishing her every happiness in her retirement.  

At the same time as wishing Mrs Bradley lots of happy days ahead, we are thrilled that our two newest members of 

staff, Mrs Hatch and Mr Hacobian, have settled in so well to life at Holy Trinity. They continue to make a positive 

contribution to our team bringing with them new skills and expertise. They may be at the start of their journey at 

Holy Trinity, but two weeks ago we celebrated the fact that Mrs Hutchins has been at our school for fifty years. She 

came originally to work in our kitchen providing lunches for the children and now, as well as helping in Breakfast 

Club, she does a fine job supervising the pupils at lunchtime in the dining hall. You will continue to see her in the 

New Year. 

The hard work of all the staff was publicly recognised in The Times list of top performing primary schools based on   

academic results from a year ago, which was published recently. To be placed 110
th
 out of approximately 20,000 

schools in the country was something we were all immensely proud of. Last week school performance tables were 

also released based on this summer’s results. You may wish to view these for yourself by going to:  

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=868&la-

name=windsor-and-maidenhead&geographic=la&for=primary  

The enormous passion and unrelenting dedication of the team to provide our pupils with the best possible         

experiences remains constant.  

From all the staff here we thank you for your support this term and wish you a very happy Christmas.  

 

https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=868&la-name=windsor-and-maidenhead&geographic=la&for=primary
https://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/schools-by-type?step=default&table=schools&region=868&la-name=windsor-and-maidenhead&geographic=la&for=primary
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Advance Notice 

Parents Consultation - 13th February 2020 

You should have already received several emails and text messages inviting you to book an appointment to meet 

with your child’s teacher on Thursday 13th February. Appointment are available from 1:30pm - 7:00pm.  

On the day of the Parent Consultations the school will close at 1:30pm so you should collect your children from 

school at that time.  

 

Collective Worship  

In Collective Worship this term we have been considering the importance of sharing God’s love which becomes 

increasingly relevant as our thoughts turn towards Christmas and the message the season brings. One of the ways 

we  went about doing this last month was by supporting ‘Children in Need’. The event saw everyone dress in spots 

and keen to cover a picture of Pudsey in coins. We were thrilled to raise £251.93; thank you for your help in      

making this possible. In the last two weeks we have also been supporting ‘Sightsavers’, an international charity 

working to prevent avoidable blindness and fight for disability rights. Collections from our Nativity performances, 

‘Carols with the Choirs’ concert and donations made by the children as they posted Christmas cards amounted to 

£585 which will be sent off to the charity. To find out more about the work they do go to www.sightsavers.org/look  

Just before ‘Children in Need’, our Service of Remembrance at the village War Memorial which some of you may 

have come along to, took place.  We were delighted that two members of the local Royal British Legion also joined 

us for the occasion. On the run up to this, a £369.05 donation was made to the charity; everyone was keen to wear 

a poppy and supplement their stationary equipment with rulers, pencil and sharpeners all with poppy images! Our 

Year 6 pupils did a wonderful job taking around the collection tin and setting up shop during lunchtime. They also 

made a significant contribution to the service at the War Memorial reciting two famous WW1 poems. The youngest 

and oldest child in the school carefully laid a clay poppy made by Pottery Club at the base of the memorial and        

everyone showed tremendous respect by observing the two-minute silence in perfect stillness.  

Throughout the term, with the help of Father Nick and his team, we have been learning about the seasons of the 

church, in particular Advent. We have also used shop commercials produced for Christmases past and present to 

reiterate the importance of forgiveness, the power of friendship and the joy of giving. The children have particularly 

enjoyed analysing these and discussing the relevant messages in them.  

 

News from Around the School 

http://www.sightsavers.org/look
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Year 6 - House Captains 

This term, events in the news have tied in nicely to our 
annual election of House Captains. It provided a relevant 
backdrop for our study of democracy, one of the key five 
British Values which we address throughout the year. 
Twenty Five Year 6 students put themselves up for   
election. They worked hard to prepare speeches which 
they delivered to those in their House before the school 
went to the ballot box. Two House Captains were    
elected for each of our six Houses which in turn left   
several disappointed. What was noticeable however, 
was how the pupils supported each other through the 
process. No one bragged about the result and those that 
weren’t successful offered genuine congratulations to 
those who were. The House Captains have now taken 
up their position and are wearing their badges with pride.  

 

 

 

Parent Teacher Association 

As is the case every term, the PTA have been working 

tirelessly in recent weeks to plan a hugely successful 

Christmas Fayre. I do hope you enjoyed coming along 

to the event at the end of November. I would like to 

thank everyone who had a part to play in ensuring its 

success: those of you involved in the planning, the    

setting up, the running of stalls and the clearing away at 

the end of the evening. Thank you also for your kind 

donations of prizes and things to sell.  

I hope you have also enjoyed sending personalised 

Christmas cards and other gifts designed by your      

children in another initiative organised by the PTA this 

term. The PTA also organised two further events, a stall 

at the Cookham Street Fayre and refreshments at the 

“Big Night Out”. The final PTA event for the year, the 

“Christmas Trot”, is planned for the 24th December. The 

total money raised from these events is estimated to be 

over £3,500 and will be used to fund future school     

projects all designed to enhance the learning experience 

for your children. Thank you to everyone who has help 

to run these events so successfully.  

Breaking News - We broke the record! 

The Guinness Book of Records has officially recognised 
Holy Trinity as the record holder for “The Most People    
Doing The Baby Shark Dance”. Our record was set on 
6th July 2019 by 344 people at our HT Fest. What an 
achievement! My thanks go to the team for the          
organisation, hard work and faith they put in everyone to 
achieve this result.  

Open Evening 

For the second year running the school held a very  

successful Open Evening for prospective parents last 

month. It was well attended and those visiting spoke of 

how impressed they were by the Year 5 & 6 pupils who 

showed them around and modelled lessons in        

classrooms. The children really did a wonderful job. 

Keen to convey everything which helps them through 

the learning process, they spoke honestly and very  

positively about their school. They told the parents 

about the many trips they always look forward to and 

the wide variety of extra-curricular activities they have 

the chance to sign up to. They also talked enthusiastic 

about sporting events, the learning environment and the 

numerous resources which help them in lessons and 

make learning fun. What perhaps stood out for me most 

though were the references they constantly made to the 

value of having a positive growth mindset and the     

emphasis we put on developing resilience. Everyone 

also spoke warmly of their friends and the support they 

give each other whatever circumstances they face. The 

pupils acted as fine ambassadors for our school and I 

was proud of all of them. 

 

Violin Lessons 

My name is Anne Marie and I am the violin teacher at 

Holy Trinity Cookham. 

You might have seen me arrive on my bicycle on    

Monday mornings. I teach on Mondays and I have 

space for more students to start next term. I recommend 

starting with group lessons so if you are interested, I’d 

suggest finding a friend with whom you can share a time 

slot. This particularly applies to younger beginners  

however slightly older children can benefit from         

individual lessons from the start. I also teach the viola 

which tends to suit children who prefer deeper sounds 

to high pitch ones (a good alternative to the cello). 

Through Maestros I offer a range of lessons including 

group lessons for 2-4 students as well as individual 20 

and 30 minute lessons. Instruments can be hired 

through Maestros once you have signed up. 

To register for lessons go to the link below and click on 

the tab to the right.  

https://www.berkshiremaestros.org.uk/lessons.html 
 
If you have any questions, do contact the school office 

who will be able to put you in touch with me directly. 

https://www.berkshiremaestros.org.uk/lessons.html
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Carols with the Choir 

Carols filled the hall at the beginning of December as the 

Junior and Senior choir sang at the annual 'Carols with 

the Choirs' concert. It was a truly magical evening during 

which the choirs performed a variety of carols in a room 

lit by candle light. Leading up to the concert, the choirs 

have continued to meet before school on a Tuesday and   

Thursday to learn their repertoire.  

My thanks goes to all the performers and of course to 

Mrs Laraine Brown for her hard work in selecting songs 

and producing what was a very special evening. Thank 

you for coming along and donating to ‘Sightsavers,’ the 

charity which we have chosen to support this Christmas.  

 

Rocksteady Concert 

Rock Steady continues to be a popular extra-curricular 

activity. This week our rock bands performed to a 

packed hall. It was a wonderful way to showcase        

everything they have been working on this term and it 

would appear that the audience was appreciative of all 

their hard work. If your child is interested in joining a 

band, you can add their name to a waiting list by    

speaking to Mrs Fisk in the office.   

KS 1 & Foundation - ‘The Bear’ 

Two coaches transported all our youngest children to 
Norden Farm Theatre to watch an adaptation of the 
Raymond Briggs book “The Bear” about a girl who    
befriends a mischievous polar bear. The children were 
spellbound by the set, actors and fascinating puppets 
as the story was retold in an original and engaging way 
– bubbles even floated around as the bear had a bath!  

What a fun-filled morning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Fair 

Another successful book fair took place in November, 
raising a magnificent  £323.30 which will soon be spent 
on supplementing reading books throughout both Key 
Stages. Thank you very much for coming along and 
spending your money. 

Class Assemblies 

Year 5 started the new term with an assembly themed 
around ‘Harry Potter’, which they had been studying in 
English. They read out some of their excellent Big 
Writes, performed a poem (which they had written as a 
class) and showcased a magical dance. They also    
reported on a famous scientist, Emily Penn, and showed 
off their German skills through a song. Year 5 started 
the second term on a high, speaking clearly and        
performing with confidence. 

 

 

 

The Year 6 assembly followed not long afterwards. This 
time the children shared with their parents the work they 
have been doing on Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and     

Michael Morpurgo’s ‘War Horse’. Sketches showed how 
crime and punishment has changed through the ages 
and acting skills were put to the test as the children   
recited lines from ‘Macbeth’ and Wilfred Owen’s ‘Dulce 
et Decorum Est’. The audience were also transported 
back to Tudor times with a dance expertly                 
choreographed during P.E. lessons.  

Thank you for continuing to come along to assembly 
presentations; we hope you enjoy the experience. 

 

Year 3 - Bucks County Museum 

To support their learning, Year 3 had a fantastic day out 
exploring the Roald Dahl exhibition at the Bucks County 
Museum in Aylesbury. Roald Dahl has been the focus in 
literacy lessons with the children reading and           
completing written work using the BFG and The Twits 
as a stimulus. The day there was split into two: a    
morning session exploring a range of fun, hands-on   
activities based on all Roald Dahl's books (they had 

chance to freeze their shadows in one of Willy Wonka's            
experiments and crawl inside Fantastic Mr. Fox's      
tunnel) and an afternoon session which saw the children 
creating a new Twits' tree using a range of craft        
materials. Great fun was had by all.  
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Year 4 - ‘The Nutcracker’ 

In the lead up to Christmas, Year 4 have been studying  ‘The Nutcracker’ particularly in English, music and DT. On 
the 14th November, we travelled to Windsor Theatre to watch a wonderful performance of the story by the Vienna 
Festival Ballet which completely brought the story to life. The children have written in role as various characters and 
looked at two contrasting pieces of Tchaikovsky's music: ‘The Waltz of the Flowers’ and ‘The Russian Dance’. In 
DT, the class have designed and made chocolate boxes, carefully measuring out nets in order to construct         
prototypes before moving on to their finished product. This week the class made chocolate truffles to fill their       
finished boxes with. 

 

‘War Horse’ 

Having moved away from our study of Shakespeare last term, Year 6 have turned their attention to Michael  

Morpurgo’s ‘War Horse’. His powerful text has provided an excellent stimulus for creative writing and it has        

generated a lot of discussion about WW1. To help the children gain a different perspective of the characters in the 

story we travelled to the Troubadour Theatre in Wembley Park to see the National Theatre’s smash-hit production. 

It was a superb dramatization telling the story of Joey, young Albert’s beloved horse, who is sold to the cavalry and 

shipped to France. He’s soon caught up in enemy fire, and fate takes him on an extraordinary odyssey, serving on 

both sides before finding himself alone in no man’s land. Albert cannot forget Joey and, still not old enough to    

enlist, he embarks on a treacherous mission to find him and bring him home. The show was incredibly moving and 

really touched the children who came back to school with even more zest to dig deeper into this period of history. 

This took them on a journey of discovery into WW1 poetry. Having learnt John McCrae’s ‘In Flanders Fields’ and 

May Herschel-Clarke, ‘The Mother’ for our service of Remembrance at the War Memorial, they then embarked on 

learning Wilfred Owen’s ‘Dulce et Decorum Est’ for their assembly. Despite the complexity of the language, the  

pupils grasped the underlying message and managed to perform it with great dignity and compassion. It provided a 

powerful moment in their presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Preparing for Secondary School 

Although it may now seem a long way away, our Year 6 children are already beginning to prepare for transition to 

secondary school. To help them with this process, students from Furze Platt Senior School along with their       

Transition Lead, Sarah Crisford, came to visit on 19
th
 November. It was an excellent session during which the     

students spoke about life at senior school and answered questions which the Year 6 children had prepared. I was 

enormously grateful to Mrs Crisford for her part in making this possible; the meeting allowed the children to gain a 

better understanding of what to expect when they start their new school and helped them think about things they 

could usefully do now to ensure the transition is smooth.  
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Cygnets, Swans and Kingfishers retold the story of the first Christmas during their Christmas Nativity. The stage 
was packed full of very excited and colourful animals that filled the barn! All had worked so hard to learn their 
words, songs and dances for the performances; it was a hugely enjoyable experience for everyone involved. Thank 
you so much for supporting us by coming to watch and for your generous donations to ‘Sightsavers’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party - Keystage 1 & Foundation 

What a fantastic time we had at our end of term Christmas party. Cygnets, Swans and Kingfishers were excited and 
in full Christmas spirit as they dressed in party dresses, Christmas t-shirts and jumpers; all looked very festive and 
definitely in the party mood. The children played some games including one which involved a camel, Christmas 
tree, penguins and a very festive letterbox! After all the excitement of competing, they sat down to snack on festive 
treats before it was time to go home!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Party - Keystage 2 

On the 18
th
 December KS2 had their Christmas party which began with playing a variety of games in the hall. They 

had a great time dancing and competing while getting into the Christmas spirit. Returning to class they donned 
Christmas outfits and decorated their tables with lots of Christmas decorations. This was followed by eating a    
number of treats and playing games within their chosen table groups. The pupils had a wonderful time and it was a 
great way to finish an exciting term.  
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This term, the Eco Council have continued their work by meeting with a member of the PTA to discuss how, as a 
school, we can reduce waste at both parent and child centred events. You may have noticed the reusable mulled 
wine glasses at the Christmas Fair and the Carol Concert for example.  
 
January will see the election of new Eco-Councillors from Year 1 upwards. As with House Captain elections,      
children will put themselves forward by telling their class why they want to be involved. A secret ballot will take 
place and two children from each year group will make up the new team.  
 
It has been a wet term for Gardening Club with most sessions being held indoors. Undeterred, the young gardeners 
put their creative talents to use by decorating plant pots to sell at the Christmas Fair. They joined with the Eco 
Council to sell bags, bottles and pots in order to raise money for an exciting new project. The combined teams hope 
to buy a greenhouse for the Wildlife Area which will be used not only be used to grow a wider variety of vegetables, 
but also to grow plants for use in science and DT projects. Both Gardening Club and the Eco Council would like to 
thank everyone who supported their stall.  

 

Spring Ball - “Havana Night”  

Saturday 7th March 

We are delighted to share with you the theme for this year’s PTA School Ball which is ‘Havana Nights’. This theme 

will provide an exciting setting for some cool music, vibrant colours and other fun ideas. The event is taking place 

on Saturday 7
th
 March at the Odney Club and the google link is now set up and ready for bookings of between 8 

and 10 people (11 people at a stretch but no more) per table. 

https://forms.gle/mZR9Qv8Lrp9UuHGx9 

Below are all the details for the evening: - 

Time: 6:45 – 7:00 Arrival, Carriages at 1am 

Welcome Drink, 3 Course Meal and evening entertainment 

Dress Code: Black Tie/Lounge Suits – Cocktail/Evening Dresses 

Cost: £60 per person (no tickets will be issued this year), Payment deadline 29
th
 Feb 

The PTA School Ball is one of our major fundraising events each year and we would like to thank everyone for the 

kind donations, auction bids and other contributions. We are also very grateful to all of you who buy tickets and 

make it such a fun and successful night. 

Hope to see you there, 

The Havana Nights Team 

If you have any questions or suggestions for the ball please email holytrinityschoolball@yahoo.co.uk or contact 
Mark Mason on 07878 755397 
 
For any raffle or auction prizes you are able to donate please email katewinrowdavies@gmail.com or contact Kate 
Winrow-Davies on 07787 242460  

https://forms.gle/mZR9Qv8Lrp9UuHGx9
mailto:holytrinityschoolball@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:katewinrowdavies@gmail.com
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January 

6th    First day of Spring Term 

15th    Closing date for Primary School       
   Admissions (Foundation children     
   starting in September 2020)  

15th    PTA Meeting at 8:00pm 

17th   Bags for Ethiopia Collection   

21st    Year 4 Road Safety Lesson 

27th - 31st   Maths Week 
 

February 

7th   Class Assembly - Year 4 

10th    Year 5 Fire Safety Talk 

12th   Year 3 - Dance Festival  

13th    Parent Consultations - School closes  
   1.30pm 
 

Half Term - 17th - 21st February  
 

26th   Year 6 -Heathrow Explorers Workshop 

27th    Year 5 - Sky Academy trip 

28th    Class Assembly - Year 3 
 

March 

2nd - 6th  Book Week  

7th   Havana Nights—Spring Ball 

13th   Sports Relief 

18th    Class & Sports Photographs 

20th   KS1 & Foundation Mothers Day       
   Assembly  

24th    Easter Church Service at 10.30am 

27th    Class Assembly - Year 5 

 

Easter Break - 6th - 17th April 2020 

 Follow us on twitter and see more of what 

we are up to! @HTSchoolCookham 

Sporting News 

Dates for your Diary 

Football 

Light: electromagnetic radiation. In the gathering gloom 

of a November afternoon shortly after autumn’s       
daylight saving was spent, the boys in blue travelled to 
Lowbrook for a double header against the hosts and 
the rarely-seen Herries. The opponents played the first 
tie, appearing to be caught in the headlights as a dull   
0-0 draw left a crowd seeking something more. The 
main source of light here on Earth of course is the sun, 
but it was the football of Holy Trinity that provided the 
beacon on the pitches. Whether the Herries goalkeeper 
had seen the blur of Luke Irwin’s laser-guided Exocet 
was unclear. What was plain to see, though, was that 
he could count his lucky stars that it nestled in the    
bottom right corner of the net without meeting anything 
solid on its way. 

With Herries extinguished, so to Lowbrook - so often 
our torch-shining friends in the dark. By this time    
floodlights were the order of the day. The eagle-eyed, 
and rather dashing, referee spotted a Lowbrook goal in 
the murk which even the flapping net failed to notice. 
With the whistle perched reluctantly ready to blow, 
many heads would drop, many eyes would close. Not 

for this bright and brilliant band of brothers… 

Though their souls may set in darkness, 
They will rise in perfect light. 
They have loved the stars too fondly, 
To be fearful of the night. 

Harry Macleod went supernova. 

 

Rugby 

The rugby team can be extremely proud of their efforts 
so far this season despite a few losses to locals rivals. 
The A and B team have had mixed results against 
Furze Platt and Lowbrook but have leant a lot in the 
first part of the season and are ready to face the     

challenges of schools further afield. The girls have 
played brilliantly and with plenty of spirit this term    
beating Furze Platt and only losing narrowly to       
Lowbrook. Next term the competition will really fire up 
when the Schools’ Six Nations begins! 

 

Cross Country 

Our cross country runners also showcased their talents 
this term when children from Year 4, 5 and 6 entered 
the Ascot and Maidenhead Inter Schools Cross      
Country Competition. While all participated with        
determination and grit, a special mention must be given 

to Sienna Vick who won her race with an outstanding 
performance! Well done to all involved. 

 

Netball 

After some great success last half term, the Netball Team 
have continued to demonstrate their excellent teamwork 
and dedication to the sport and have since been placed 
in League 1. Two matches were played this half term to 
begin the league. The first was against St Edmund   
Campion during which the children demonstrated their 
skill in a very competitive match. A week later, a         
confident win was secured against White Waltham.  

 

Well done to all the Year 5 and 6 children who continue 
to come to training every Wednesday morning and I 
would like to thank Mrs Newman and Miss Huish for their 
support in training the team. We look forward to more 
matches next term.  


