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News from Holy Trinity School
A Message From Miss Smith
As the second term of this academic year draws to a close, I write to thank you for the support you have shown the
staff as we have continued to grapple with the complexities of keeping school open during difficult times. It remains
an enormous challenge. However, on a daily basis we are cheered when we see the children appearing happy to
come to school, enjoying their lessons and making progress in their learning. They have all responded well to new
challenges and are continuing to work hard in addressing targets. Despite restrictions, the term has been busy; we
hope you enjoy reading about everything that has been happening in class reports.
After the Christmas break, I will continue to use the weekly newsletter to keep you aware of the latest guidance for
schools, to share any developments in the borough and to pass on anything else Covid –19 related that I hope is
useful. Newsletters will remain on the school website www.holytrinitysch.co.uk to enable you to refer to them.
Information on spotting signs of Covid-19, rules on self-isolating and details about how to get a test are all available
here. My overriding aim continues to be keeping school fully functioning without the need to close bubbles and
send children home which we can achieve together by being vigilant and acting responsibly.
When we return in the New Year we will continue to use the staggered drop off and pick up times. This system is
working well and reducing the number of people coming into contact with one another at the gate. It would help if
you could leave promptly at times when congestion is increased and be considerate about where you park if you
need to drive into School Lane. It can be quite dark when the children come out, particularly if they have stayed for
football club, so please be mindful of other road users when leaving. If you could also spend a little bit of time over
the holiday reinforcing road safety to your child and making him/her acutely aware of not stepping into the lane to
meet you without first looking, I would be enormously grateful.
Perhaps I could also ask you over the holiday to check that the clothing your child comes to school in is still clearly
named. This also applies to any equipment brought in, including all writing equipment and water bottles. The
quantity of lost property has reduced dramatically because, with so much named, we have been able to return any
mislaid items to their owners immediately. We hope to be able to continue to do this with your support .
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If at any point after we return your child is absent from school, it is important that you telephone or email the office
every day they are not in. This will help us to keep a check on who is unwell and allow us to put in place measures to
support those unable to attend. We will continue to use Google Classroom for distributing work, including homework.
In the meantime, please note that for the first few days of the holiday, schools are required to report positive cases
of Covid-19. Therefore, if your child tests positive during the holiday you should continue to inform the
school office office@holytrinitysch.co.uk. There is a requirement for me to contact the Department for
Education, undertake contact tracing and give advice on isolation in line with guidance if cases are reported in the
two days after we finish on Friday 18th December. (This is because an infected person can spread Covid-19 to others
two days before the person themselves has any symptoms or tests positive.)
It remains essential that any pupil or member of staff that tests positive over the Christmas holiday does not return to
school until their period of self-isolation has been completed. As you may have seen in the media, this period of
isolation has changed from 14 days to 10 days; people who test positive should self-isolate for 10 days from the
onset of symptoms or 10 days from point of taking a positive test if asymptomatic. This is in line with government
guidance. To find out more go to UK Chief Medical Officers' statement on the self-isolation period: 11 December
2020 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
To reiterate, the DfE has stated:
We recommend all schools ensure staff, parents and carers are aware of the following information and relevant
arrangements regarding positive cases in the holidays:


Where a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), having developed symptoms
more than 48 hours since being in school, the school should not be contacted. Parents and carers
should follow contact tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace.



For the first 6 days after teaching ends, if a pupil or staff member tests positive for coronavirus (COVID-19),
having developed symptoms within 48 hours of being in school, the school is asked to assist in
identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may have been infectious whilst in
school.



School staff are not asked to remain on-call or conduct any contact tracing more than 6 days after the final day
of teaching. Where a schools last teaching day is on Thursday 17 December, there should be no pupil contact
tracing asks beyond Wednesday 23 December. (For schools finishing on Friday 18th December, there should
be no pupil contact tracing asks beyond 24th December.)

I trust this information, which was also reported in last week’s newsletter, is clear. If in doubt contact the office and
certainly do so if your child tests positive for Covid-19.
I have also been asked, as have all borough schools, to circulate the following message from RBWM:
Playdates during the Christmas holidays:
Remember - don’t let your children visit their friend’s house to play – or vice versa – during the school holidays.
Class bubbles don’t apply out of school. Children can only mix with their own households, in line with the local tier
restrictions, and those under the national Christmas bubble announced by central Government. Don’t give COVID-19
this Christmas.

Hands, Face, Space
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News from Around the School
PTA
The PTA has been busy this term supporting us in a number of projects. I hope that those in receipt of Christmas
cards the children designed have enjoyed the personalised messages and that our Lockdown Recipe book has been
a useful gift to send. If you have not manage to place an order, you can still do so by using the link. The book
remains available with half the profits from sales going to the PTA and half to the Brett Foundation, a local charity
voted for by the children. The PTA also paid for and organised the distribution of selection boxes after our Christmas
jumper day last week and if you haven’t yet completed the Christmas Tree Trail around the village you still have
time. The trail continues until the end of the month with the competition for the chance to win Frost the Snowman,
closing at 11am on Sunday 3rd January, 2021.
My thanks go to everyone who has worked so hard in steering these projects. I would also like to take the
opportunity to thank Flowerland who donated our Christmas tree and the organisers of the Metre Market who
selected us as their charity to support this year.
Collective Worship
This term we have continued to deliver Collective Worship on a daily basis in classrooms, often with the children
leading sessions. Recently we have used Christmas adverts to explore the message of Christmas in assemblies
which can be found on Google Classroom.
Father Nick and his team have also continued to support us by providing Remembrance and Christingle services
along with a virtual Advent calendar.
Guided by our school vision and the message in John 13: 34-35,
34”

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
We have embarked on a number of projects which have kept us busy over the last two weeks. In an attempt to reach
out to the community and show our support, the children have been busy writing messages and producing art work.
These have been delivered to the members and volunteers at Elizabeth House, the residents of Riverside Nursing
Home, the staff and patients at Cookham Medical Centre and business along the High Street. It is our wish that
these gift of pictures and messages, sent with our love, help to brighten Christmas for those in the local community.

Each class has also worked on producing sections of a large collage which shows the Nativity scene. This
was presented to Father Nick on Wednesday so it could be displayed in Holy Trinity Church over the festive
season for the congregation to enjoy. We hope it gives everyone as much joy as it gave us in putting it together.
You may have seen a story about this in a recent edition of the Maidenhead Advertiser. We were also grateful
to receive from Reverend Helen a lovely gift which reminded us all of the power of our vision.
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Our charity work this term has been inspired by the importance of sharing and showing love to others not just at
Christmas time but always. Back in November we supported the Royal British Legion in their Poppy Appeal (we are
yet to hear back how much we collected) and we raised £304.30 for Children in Need when Pudsey completed 179
laps of our daily mile track.

The children were also busy finding out about charities which interested them when they were tasked with
deciding which cause would benefit from proceeds from the sale of our Lockdown Recipe Book. In the end it
was decided by them that the Brett Foundation, a local charity which focuses on homelessness and food poverty,
should be named. We are delighted to have been able to send them a cheque for £200. Our Christmas Jumper
Day along with class Christmas post boxes also raised £210 for ‘Save the Children’.

The Bag 2 School campaign, too, was a great success; thank you for your support. This was to raise money for
a charity which we have had a long association with, ‘Partners for Change, Ethiopia’. It is our wish, that our efforts
will ensure children in Gende Tesfa School continue to receive breakfast long into the new year.
Over the holiday we hope to collect lots of used stamps in support of the Royal National Institute of the Blind,
the UK’s leading sight loss charities and the largest community of blind and partially sighted people. You can
help by tearing stamps off envelopes leaving approximately 1cm of paper around the edge, and then bringing
them into school after the break. We will collate them before sending them off. Thank you for your support in this
and all other charity projects this term.
Extra-curricular Activities
The second national lockdown made providing extra-curricular activities this term difficult. Football Club and more
recently Samurai have been able to operate but all other activities had to be cancelled or moved online. We will
continue to review our provision, possibly introducing more activities in the new term if we feel it is safe and feasible
to do so.
Breakfast Club will continue to operate after the holiday although breakfast will not be served; it will simply provide
you with an early drop-off service. The children can arrive anytime between 8am and 8:45am. In order to ensure
running the club remains viable there is a slight increase in the cost. For each session £2:50 will be charged to your
Scopay account.
Bikeability - Year 6
On Monday 7th December it was cold, not just cold – it was freezing. And it got even colder as the week went on.
But that didn’t dampen the spirits of Moorhens who were all set for Bikeability (a training course which teaches
cyclists how to stay safe). The children wore even more layers than they’ve needed in the classroom and braved the
elements without complaint. But, before the course could begin, bikes, helmets and clothes were all thoroughly
checked to ensure that everyone was safe. Initially the class learnt how to handle their bikes in an off-road
environment (i.e. the playground) which prepared them for cycling out and about. They were then taken out to learn
the skills needed for single-lane roads and simple junctions with light traffic. They were equipped to deal with short
journeys such as cycling to school or to the local shops. Later in the week, they were also given the skills and
confidence to tackle more challenging roads and traffic situations. Hopefully the course will allow the children to
continue to pursue this popular and eco-friendly activity whilst keeping both themselves, and everyone else on the
road, safe. Well done Moorhens, the instructors noted not only your efficient cycling, but also your positive and
determined attitudes.
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Cygnets Class
We started the term with a Fairy tale day that was a huge success; the children really loved dressing up and staying
in character all day. Magic wands were made using glitter and the children used their imagination to create potions,
and a science experiment produced a bubbling magic potion! We had a visit from a very friendly giant who had left
dirty footprints in the classroom! He left a giant letter that we read to Miss Smith, in which he said how much he loved
our classroom! We shared a different fairy tale each week and completed lots of activities, including ‘hot seating,’
and we also had a visit from Little Red Riding Hood’s Grandma. We wrote a letter to The Three Bears, apologising
that we went in their house and we designed an outfit for Goldilocks so she could safely be seen in the dark.

The children really enjoyed learning about Diwali and how Hindus celebrate their special festival of light. We found
out how they traditionally decorate their homes, give presents and have fireworks. We also created some Rangoli
patterns that we displayed on the classroom windows along with some very colourful firework pictures.
During Maths week, we learnt and wrote about Ada Lovelace - how she had a big imagination and a talent for
mathematics. The children learned about her cat called Mrs Puff and all about her work with the famous inventor
Charles Babbage and that she was the world’s first computer programmer! We also created some very lovely
portraits of her. We voted for our favourite fairy tale and then made a class pictogram showing the results. It was
very close, with Hansel and Gretel getting 10 votes, followed closely by The Gingerbread Man. The Three Little Pigs
and The Three Billy Goat’s Gruff had the least!

The term ended with the children learning about The Christmas Story and then taking part in our Nativity production!
We worked really hard learning songs and dances. It was a bit different this year - singing and dancing in the outdoor
wildlife area, but we embraced the challenge! It was memorable and we all enjoyed the experience.

Mrs Brown, Ms Maxwell & Miss Hutchins
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Swan Class

Swans have continued to enthusiastically explore many areas of the curriculum, continuing with more work about
castles. After looking at some famous paintings, some of which are hanging in Windsor Castle, the children became
royal portrait artists themselves. Their first exhibition can be seen in the classroom, with a second to replace this
early next term.

Some more super artwork were the clay fish made during Science Week and glazed this term!
Phonics is a very important part of learning to read. Swan Class are making good progress in recognising many
sounds to help them with reading and writing thanks to all the support from you in hearing your child read each day.
Points are awarded when the children read at home and many have been presented with their first certificate for
gaining at least 50 points!

During Maths Week, Swans listened to the story “Centipede’s 100 Shoes” by Tony Ross and created a picture for
the maths board in our classroom to help with counting in twos. They also wrote facts about Lewis Carroll who,
though famous for writing Alice in Wonderland, was also a great mathematician and invented the Carroll diagram,
which we use for sorting.

Of course, the run-up to Christmas is one of the busiest and most exciting times of the school year.
Swan Class worked hard on their dancing and singing in preparation for our Nativity filming which we hope you have
enjoyed watching. They have thoroughly enjoyed participating in all of the whole school projects which were
introduced in the hope that they brighten the Christmas of others who may not be as fortunate as we are.
Merry Christmas!

Mrs Nicol and Ms George
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Kingfisher Class
Once again, this term, the children of Kingfisher class have shown what imaginative and creative writers they are.
Year 2 began the term by studying the book, 'The Day the Crayons Quit' by Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers. The
text was used to inspire persuasive writing and poetry. The children looked at the poem 'What is Pink?' by Christina
Rossetti, exploring rhyme and creating their own list poem in the style of the original.
Kingfisher's second book study was 'The Dark' by Lemony Snickett. This time, Year 2 used the text to explore and
share any worries they had, which led to the fabulous idea of writing in role as 'the dark'! The children imagined a
voice and personality for their dark and thought about the way their dark moved. They decided on the place their
dark spent the daylight hours and described the journey their dark went on at night.
In Maths Kingfishers have covered a variety of topics this term, including data collection and graphs, addition and
subtraction of three numbers, 2D shape, symmetry and money, including giving change. During Maths Week, the
children used the text 'Nothing Stopped Sophie' to study the work of mathematician Sophie Germain, one of the first
and most influential female mathematicians. Year 2 looked at the features of a biography to give an account of
Sophie Germain's life and work. Kingfishers also shared the book '365 Penguins' by Jean-Luc Fromental, using the
story to problem solve. To bring a creative element to Maths Week, the class used oil pastel and watercolours to
make number paintings using just primary colours in the style of Jasper Johns.
In history, Year 2 have looked at visionaries, namely Rosa Parks, Mala Yousafzai and Lord Shaftsbury. We
discovered their courageous acts against injustice and the lasting impact of their actions on our lives today.
The last weeks of this term have been centred around the annual Nativity production. Miss Smith's vision of an
outdoor Nativity became a reality, with Holy Trinity's fabulous outdoor space lending itself beautifully as a backdrop.
As temperatures dipped, Year 2 donned their costumes over warm underlayers, put on their coats and ventured up
to the wildlife area to act, sing and dance their parts. Having carefully practiced their lines, the children performed
these indoors and allowed Mr Redjeb to work his magic, editing the film and adding sound. Hopefully our very
different 2020 Nativity will be something the children will remember for many years to come.

Mrs Brown and Mrs Hyslop
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Gosling Class
This half term has been jam-packed with activities and learning – I don’t think we could have crammed any more in!
But first, thank you all so much for the support of your children and partnership work with school. Reading with your
child, helping them learn tables and number facts and supporting homework really does make a significant difference
to what they can achieve. Many of them are really blossoming, taking pride in their work and striving to learn more.
The children have found our topic on light fascinating. From shadows, to reflective materials and reflection, knowing
why days get shorter in the winter, to religious festivals of light, this topic gave us such variety. Braving the aprons,
we have once again been painting, colour mixing and learning about the cool and warm palette, through the work of
Robert and Sonia Delaunay.

‘The Twits’ by Roald Dahl has been real hit. It has inspired some excellent writing as the children were amused and
horrified in equal measure at the characters and behaviour of Mr and Mrs Twit. From character descriptions, creating
our own tricks for them to carry out on each other, to filing police reports on Mr Twit’s shockingly criminal behaviour,
this inspiring book really tapped into their imagination and creativity.

The run-up to Christmas has been busy but exciting for the children. You may have heard of our naughty elf who
seems to get everywhere! We’ve been really reaching out to give others some happiness with our hearts for homes
and pictures for the community. The children have so enjoyed doing these. And if you look closely at the large
display we created as a school for the Church, the trees are Gosling’s creation! We hope you enjoy our carol and
poem as part of our KS2 offering, on Google classroom.
On a personal note, I have really enjoyed being with your children and I’ve been so proud to see the improvements
and progress they are making across the board. They are a great bunch and a credit to all of you. I’m very grateful
and relieved that we have managed to see the whole term without any Covid-19 disruptions.
All that remains is for me to wish you and yours a healthy, happy and safe Christmas and New Year.
Merry Christmas,

Ms O’Reilly and Miss Shaw
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Teal Class

Children have worked their socks off in Teal class this term, although occasionally they've been removed following
mud bath football on the field.
Amongst all the learning, we have tried to make the most of our time outdoors. With regular, full-blooded Daily Miles,
the children epitomise healthy bodies, healthy minds. P.E. lessons have seen the children improve their throwing and
catching through games focussed on tweaking technique and also participating in hockey lessons - a sight to behold
as hockey sticks are brandished to fearsome effect on the playground. This leads us nicely on to...
The Aztecs. The brutal civilisation has fascinated the children as they've learned about their beliefs, society and
culture. The children particularly enjoyed designing their own Aztec temples, following the sacred designs of ancient
architects.

The children loved Maths Week this year. Fibonacci put them in a spin as they found out about his number sequence
and its description of the Fibonacci Spiral - a shape prevalent through the natural world they've been running past.
We watched the leaves fall from the tree outside our classroom this Autumn and used it as inspiration for a message
of love and support to local organisations caring for older members of our community during these challenging times:

This tree stands outside our classroom.
It has lived through many seasons and through many difficult times.
It remains strong, resilient and unbroken.
With our thoughts and love, Year 4 at Holy Trinity
As we approached Christmas, the children explored the contrasting stories of ‘The Nutcracker’ and ‘The Grinch’. In
their lessons they have shown an appreciation for the true meaning of Christmas and the magic it brings. We're
never short of magic in Teal Class.

Mr Burn and Mrs Hatch
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Cormorant Class
Cormorant Class have continued the good work started in term 1 and continue to mix hard work with fun!
We continued our English topic of ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’, writing descriptions of the Forbidden
Forest and character descriptions of Professor Quirrell. Moving on from this, we wrote in a few different styles, these
being travel writing about Ancient Egypt, persuasive speeches about donating to charity and interviews with
Mathematicians.

On the topic of Maths, we took part in Maths Week this term, learning about two mathematicians, Carol Vorderman
of Countdown fame and M.C. Escher, most known for his artistic tessellations. During the week we took part in a
number of activities, looking at graphs, solving maths mazes on the playground, creating our own tessellations and
even taking part in the Countdown game!

In History we continued to study Ancient Egypt, a topic which really captured the class. In this term we looked more
deeply at Howard Carter and his discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb, explored the reign of Cleopatra and created fact
cards about the Egyptian Gods. In Religious Education we moved on to explore the Muslim Faith (Islam). We
explored the features of Mosques, the teachings of the Qur’an and in general learnt about the ways in which
followers of this faith lead their lives. This term the pupils of Year 5 also continued to enjoy steel pans lessons and
German. Inspired by our German, we even learnt a verse of the carol Silent Night in this language!
With Christmas, the season of giving, on our minds we have undertaken a variety of projects to support the local
community. We provided artwork for Riverside Care Home as part of the ‘Hearts for Homes’ campaign, we
also created artwork for Cookham Medical centre and other local Cookham shops. On the 11 th December we took
part in Save the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day! As a celebration of the season, we recorded ourselves singing
Silent Night and reciting the poem ‘A Winter Recipe’.

Year 5 have had another hugely positive term and we wish them and you well for the Christmas holidays!

Mr Redjeb and Mrs Thandi
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Moorhen Class
It has been another busy and productive term for Moorhens. Routines are in full swing and everyone has worked to
their best ability whilst demonstrating the school’s Christian values across all areas.
In English the children completed their study of Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ by comparing the original text to the book
‘Macbeth United’ by Michael Rosen. This book is a modern take on the story and provided some very
though-provoking insights into the original characters, their motives and the consequences. It was interesting to see
how Shakespeare’s themes transfer so readily into modern day situations.
The class have now begun a study of ‘War Horse’ by Michael Morpurgo. They followed Joey’s progress from
farm horse to war horse as he reached the frontline of the battles in WW1. As always they have utilised the text
to widen their greater knowledge and have learnt a lot about the history of this momentous period. Independent
research into what life was like at home and in the trenches lead to writing a letter to a loved one fighting on the
frontline and a detailed description of what it was like for those who were actually fighting. The children also took
this opportunity to think about the true meaning of Remembrance Day and wrote poems and prayers for those who
lost their lives. Remembering the soldiers also triggered some thoughtful artwork as shown.

In science the class have been studying living things. They started by revising what all living things must do before
moving onto a study of how different species are classified and why. They established that there are five kingdoms
and that every living organism has its place in one of them. They then both read and created branching keys to sort
and describe a wide or narrow variety of living things to good effect. They even used these yes or no questions to
sort each other! Work on classification and evolution will continue after Christmas.
What it means to be martyred and go on a pilgrimage provided an early focus in RE this term. The children thought
about why people in history have carried out such acts of bravery (or cruelty) and considered what having religious
faith can mean. During the latter part of the term the class studied the real meaning of Christmas, and how the birth
of Jesus is described in the Bible.
In collective worship, the children have continued to take charge and have produced some more excellent
presentations on a variety of themes: this term these have included subjects like Remembrance Day and social
equality. The class have been particularly interested in the work of various charities. They each provided persuasive
information about a charity of their choice and then voted as to which one should benefit from the profits from the
school’s lockdown recipe book. They decided that the charity will be The Brett Foundation in Maidenhead.
As they continued to think about others, the children were told about the residents of a care home who were perhaps
not able to see their loved ones this year. They wrote messages and designed ‘Hearts for Homes’ which will show
the residents that they are not forgotten, but that there are in fact many people in the community who really care for
them.
The class also produced other art work for the community which will be displayed around the local area. The results
were so good, they will have brought a copy home. I hope you like them.
Undeterred by the unusual circumstances this year, Moorhen class have recorded both a carol and a poem for
everyone to enjoy on Google Classroom. In addition they have made Christmas decorations, cards and crackers. It
will take more than a virus to quash their festive spirits!
The children have once again proved themselves to be excellent ambassadors for our school. It has been a pleasure
to teach them.
I wish them all, and you, a peaceful and very happy Christmas.
With very best wishes,

Mrs Cornwell and Mrs Butler
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Maths Week 2020
Maths week was a great opportunity to explore a wide variety of maths concepts, especially maths in everyday life.
This included investigating car colours, estimating and measuring parts of the school grounds and exploring the
‘maths’ of the school (did you know that when all children and staff are in, there are 446 human legs on site?!). We
focussed on reasoning activities and solving maths problems – we could have gone on for weeks!

On the final afternoon of Maths Week, Year 6 were lucky enough to have a virtual workshop on structural
engineering. Mrs King explained the principles of building safe and suitable buildings and then challenged the class
to build a tower which was not only tall but also strong enough to hold a golf ball for thirty seconds.

Katherine Johnson, an amazing African American woman who worked for NASA, was the focus of the class’s studies
on famous mathematicians. As young citizens the class learnt a lot from their study of this wonderful woman, not just
about being good with numbers, but also about perseverance, overcoming prejudice and succeeding despite many
obstacles being put in the way.
Whatever the project, each class enjoyed the activities the staff planned for them. These were far ranging with all
testing their ability to reason. We did wonder at the start of the academic year whether we would be able to run our
themed weeks this year; we are delighted that we have found a safe formula for ensuring they can go ahead. Next
term the children can look forward to Book Week so start thinking about those costumes!
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PE & Sports
In Cygnets the children have participated in a variety of agility-based activities involving moving and controlling
objects and sending and receiving a variety of objects with different body parts. They have developed their
teamwork whilst working with others to control objects in space. They have also coordinated their body parts such
as hand-eye, foot-eye over a variety of activities and in different ways. The children have shown great
independence in their learning and brought with them lots of energy and enthusiasm to every PE session.
In Year 1 the children linked their castle learning by creating their own Jack and the Beanstalk dance. The children
confidentially turned, jumped and travelled in different ways using gesture, shape and stillness and observed each
other and themselves dancing.
Also in Year 1 games the children extended their agility and coordination through throwing, catching and retrieving
and have participated in simple hit, catch and run games. They scored points through sending balls and running.
Year 2 have developed their sending and receiving skills to benefit fielding as a team. They have improved their
hitting skills with a variety of bats; practised feeding/bowling skills and have hit and run to score points in games.
Throwing and catching has been a big focus with the children practising passing and receiving different pieces of
equipment plus shooting at targets to score points.
Both classes in KS1 received participation certificates for taking part in two inter school partnership virtual
competitions: ‘Out of Space’ and ‘Winter Blast’. Both competitions tested the children’s agility, dynamic balance and
coordination and they had to show great teamwork completing and scoring in a number of timed challenges.
In Year 3 rugby lessons the children have performed a range of ball handling skills; have dodged players and
worked with teammates to score points and have improved their passing skills on cue. In hockey they have been
able to show basic control skills whilst sending the ball with some accuracy to maintain possession and build
attacking play.
In Year 4 hockey lessons the children improved their passing for distance and dribbling in different directions using
both sides of their stick. They have started to understand attacking and defensive tactics and how to apply them in
competitive situations.
In Year 5 rugby lessons the children demonstrated a number of attacking and defensive tactics and have become
more skilful when performing movements at speed. They have combined basic rugby skills such as catching and
quickly passing in one movement. They have begun to increase the power of their passes so the ball can be moved
quickly over greater distance. Children in Year 5 were also able to perform basic movements to music and to build
a simple themed dance focusing on Egyptian Dance (Hollywood style!).
In Year 6 rugby and hockey lessons the children chose and implemented a range of strategies to attack and
defend. They combined and performed more complex skills at speed and observed, analysed and recognised good
individual and team performances.
All four classes in KS2 received participation certificates for taking part in three inter school partnership virtual
competitions: Tamberelli, Gaelic Football and Target Games. In each competition the children had to work in pairs
practising the challenges first before one of the children would perform and the other would both time and score.
Then they would switch over and bring both their scores to me to record. The challenges tested their ball handling,
agility, passing, throwing, hitting and kicking skills.
A massive well done to every child in KS2 who completed the challenges with such great passion, self-belief and
determination while at the same time trying to show honesty with the scoring element of the competition. I’m
delighted to say that Goslings received a bronze medal for coming third in the Target Games challenge beating a
number of other Year 3 classes across the borough.
Finally, congratulations to those children across the school who have received a PE and ‘sport values’ certificate
this half of term.
Have a well-deserved Christmas break.
Yours in sport,

Mr Whittle

Holy Trinity CE Primary School Newsletter

14

We all appreciate how difficult and frustrating it must be for you to not have the same contact with your child’s
class teacher as you’ve been used to before. We hope that photographs posted on Google Classroom have in
part made up for not being able to see your child’s classroom and we trust you found the ‘catch-up with the teacher’
virtual sessions helpful back in November. In the new year we will continue to use Google Classroom as a way of
spreading good news stories and sharing what’s going on around the school. It has been lovely to see the
messages some of the children have written in response to the pictures and activities posted. We would like to
use Google Classroom for this purpose and for celebrating achievement. Therefore, if you have a query for your
child’s class teacher or a comment to make please do not use Google Classroom for this purpose. Instead, you
should email the school office marking your message for the attention of the teacher concerned. This way, Google
Classroom remains as a learning platform for the children where their voice can be heard. Thank you for your
support in this matter.
The disappointment of not being able to invite you in to see our Nativity was felt by everyone. However, it is our
wish nonetheless that you enjoy seeing your child perform in a setting different from normal in our first ever filmed
nativity. That goes too for the KS2 performances of carols and recitals. The children certainly seem to have enjoyed
the experience and we had great fun sharing everyone’s contribution on the last day of term.
Putting together these films was a real team effort. As I am sure you can imagine, an enormous amount of time
was spent by the staff ensuring that the children were performance ready. Once that stage was reached the filming
had to be completed and then the long process of first putting the numerous clips together began before we could
even think about editing. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff for their ‘first-class performance’ in
making this happen for you and the children. Both the Nativity and KS2 presentations can be located and viewed
on Google Classroom. Please remember not to download or share any of the content. We sincerely hope you enjoy
them.

With this now behind us, we are excited to see what the new year brings when we return in January. There will be
some new additions to our team. Mrs Cornwell will be returning to her three day a week work pattern so we
welcome Mrs Gill Bailie to Year 6. Mrs Bailie will start the week for Year 6 working on Monday and Tuesday. She
has already got to know the children and the school after spending a number of days in class leading up to the
holiday. She is a very experienced teacher who has worked in several schools, including some in the borough.
Mrs Anne Brown also returns to her three and a half day work pattern in January so Mrs Lucy Lucas, another
experienced and skilled teacher, will share Reception with her, and Year 1 with Mrs Nicol. Mrs Nicol, for personal
reasons, will be reducing her teaching time to three days a week working on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday with
Mrs Lucas in Year 1 on Monday and Tuesday. Both Mrs Lucas and Mrs Bailie will be great additions to our team.
Thank you in advance for helping us to make them feel welcome at our school.
Finally, on behalf of everyone at Holy Trinity, I would like to thank you for the generosity you have shown us in so
many ways on the run up to Christmas. Your kindness is overwhelming and your messages of support are sure to
stay with us long into the new year.
We wish you and your family a happy, safe, peaceful and relaxing Christmas. We look forward to seeing you again
on Monday 4th January, 2021.

CALENDAR DATES
21st Dec – 3rd Jan Christmas Break
4th Jan
12

th
th

Jan

15 Jan

First day of the new term
Deadline for Parent Governor Nominations (12pm)
RBWM Registration Portal closes for September 2021 children

Follow us on twitter and see more of what
we are up to! @HTSchoolCookham

