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News from Holy Trinity School  

 

 

Word from Miss Smith  

Although its only been seven and a bit weeks, it seems a long time ago now that the new academic year began 

with the children collaborating on our new school charter. Discussions on what this should contain stemmed from a 

walk around the school site carried out by each class. Rules were drawn up guiding everyone on how best to look 

after our environment and each other. With these prominently displayed in every classroom they have served as 

reminders throughout the term of how best to get along. I do hope your child has spoken positively about the     

relationships they have formed and cemented since September. I also hope they have enjoyed the learning       

opportunities that have come their way. Pupil surveys carried out last week certainly indicate that the children have 

appreciated the trips they have been on, the extra-curricular activities they have had the chance to sign up to, the 

themed week which saw so many visitors come into school and the sporting opportunities where our teams have 

competed against others in the borough. I do hope you enjoy reading about all these events which the staff have 

worked so hard to coordinate.  
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Year 1 Trip to Windsor Castle 

What an exciting day Swan Class had at the end of September when they visited Windsor Castle! After watching 
the Changing of the Guard, the children took part in a workshop during which they learned about life at Windsor 
Castle in the past and also received knighthoods! A walk through the State Apartments and the grounds of the   
Castle enabled them to consolidate the topic work covered in class and all were very keen to talk about their      

observations on returning to school.  

 
 

 

Collective Worship  

This term the children have enjoyed discovering new stories from the Bible and exploring how they illustrate our 
school Christian values of love, friendship, sharing, forgiveness, courage and peace. Through art they have      
depicted some of these Biblical accounts in displays which adorn the hall walls. By continuing in their quest to 
show Acts of Random Kindness, the theme of sharing was very apparent in our Harvest Service in church which I 
was delighted that some of you were able to join us for. Thank you for your food donations which were promptly 
delivered to Maidenhead Food Share. I do hope you enjoyed the service which our older children contributed to 
with   prayers while our Senior and Junior Choir joined in with song. 

On Sunday 27th October you were warmly invited by the Cookham clergy to the monthly '4th@4 Family Service at 
St John the Baptist Church in Cookham Dean. The theme was Noah's Ark which children in Year 5 and 6 can        
particularly relate to having created a scene from the story which everyone can see in the hall.  

 

News from Around the School 
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Year 6 - Pumpkin Carving 

At The Bel & Dragon 

Year 6 had a wonderful treat at the end of term when 
they were invited to The Bel and Dragon to pumpkin 
carve. There was a full team of staff ready to welcome 
the children and teach them how best to create an     
interesting design. Having marked out a face, they     
began to cut and before long pumpkins were brought to 
life! Our thanks go to Charlotte and the rest of the team 
at the Bel and Dragon for their warm welcome and    
generosity in providing pumpkins, drinks and delicious 
cookies!  

Parents’ Teacher Association 

Thank you for your attendance at the PTA Annual General Meting back in September. The new committee, with 
your support, is busy planning things for next term having already organised two successful events this term. The 
children's disco was well attended with everyone seeming to enjoy Dave the Disco's games and playlist.   

Our fantastic PTA hosted yet another excellent event this term when they welcomed other parents to come and test 
their knowledge in their annual quiz. Parents and friends of the school had to navigate their way through a number 
of tricky rounds including music, sport and general knowledge whilst enjoying drinks and a curry. This was yet    
another roaring success for our PTA who continue to raise substantial amounts of money for the school and       
provide our children with wonderful opportunities. 

For news of future PTA events and dates of meetings, please refer to class PTA Facebook pages and newsletters 
which the team circulate at timely intervals. The money raised goes directly to supporting your child in school 
providing resources for them which add to the learning experience. The next big event will be the Christmas fair. 
Please see the attached flyer for details of how you can help. 

 

Christmas Card & Mug  School Fundraising Project  

Once again, the PTA are raising money by taking part in the Personalised Christmas Card project, with the added 
benefit of being able to order Online and add personalised wrapping paper, gift tags or mugs. 

In your child(ren)’s book bag, last week, you should have found an Artwork Form sheet. During Half Term, your 
child can design a special picture which can be printed onto their very own packs of cards, perfect for sending to 
family and friends. 

Our school will receive commission on every product you order!  

What you do 

*Encourage your child to create their design on the Artwork Form  

*Go online, enter your unique parents’ ordering code (on the top of your Artwork Form), and order away!  

*Once you have ordered, hand in the Artwork Form back into the office by: Wednesday 6
th

 November (just 

after half term). 

Thank you in anticipation of your support with this Fundraiser. We look forward to seeing all the lovely artwork. 

Spare Artwork Forms are available from the School Office. 

The finished cards and products should be available by the end of November / early December.  

Year 5 / 6 Trip  

to Henley Literary Festival 

Year 5 and 6 were lucky enough to see acclaimed     
author Michael Rosen speak at this years Henley      
Literary Festival. He took the pupils on a tour of a     
variety of his work, inviting them as a group to join in 
with his poems and narratives, while giving lots of     
pointers about how to be a writer and some insight into 

his own inspirations. The children were also lucky 
enough to have the opportunity for Michael Rosen to 
sign copies of his ‘Uncle Gobb’ book series. This event 
has influenced our writing throughout the term and the 
way we think about writing poems or stories. 
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Year 3 - Class Assembly 

Earlier on in the term, Year 3 enjoyed sharing all their 
latest work with the school and parents in their class  
assembly. Beginning with a French song (which was a 
particular highlight), the children then spoke about the 
Stone Age which they had been learning about using an 
app called Telligami to explain the types of houses from 
the period.  

An important news report interrupted the assembly half 
way through as some of the children from the class used 
the green screen to report a strange sighting. It was  
confirmed that the sighting was in fact the BFG which 
the children had been reading about in class. The    
reading out of some excellent Big Writes followed,     
before the assembly was concluded with a poem written 
by  Brian Moses called ‘Food Obstacle Race’. Well done 

Year 3.  

Year 4 - Class Assembly 

Year 4 finished the term on a high by show casing their 
work at their class assembly on Friday. The class shared 
their Science Week experiences, work on ‘The Lion, the 
Witch and the Wardrobe’ and the end of their French 

food topic: making crepes! The children spoke, sang and 
danced beautifully and it was a wonderful way to round 
off the term.  

 

Phonics Workshop 

On Wednesday 16
th
 October, parents of children in 

Cygnet, Swan and Kingfisher classes were invited to a 
meeting to learn more about phonics teaching at Holy 

Trinity. An overview of learning in each year group was 
given in order to help parents support their child with 
reading at home. The presentation and handouts from 
this meeting are available on the school website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MacMillan Cake Sale 

Every year we support MacMillan with our own take on 
their successful coffee morning campaign. This year 
our cake sale raised £191.50 which we were delighted 
to send off to the charity. Thank you for coming along to 
spend your money and for providing us with delicious 
cakes to sell. 

 

 

 

Traffic & Parking 

While I appreciate that School Lane can become very 
congested at the start and end of the school day, I do 
urge you to be considerate when parking your vehicle. 
Please avoid blocking our neighbours' drives or using 
pavements to park on. The junctions with Sutton Road 
can become exceptionally dangerous when visibility is 
restricted by stationary cars so to combat all these  
problems it is helpful if you can park further away from 
school and walk the final distance. Our Eco-Council are 
also keen to promote this after studying how vehicle  
pollution can have such a damaging effect on            
pedestrians. Thank you for your support. 

Road Safety - Year 3 

At the beginning of the term, Imogen Leonard, the            
Borough Safety Officer, came and spoke to the children 
about the importance of road safety. During the talk, 
Imogen covered the 'Green Cross Code' and the       
children each took home a booklet to complete in order 
to achieve their ‘Green Cross Code’ certificate. They    
all listened intently and demonstrated a superb          
understanding of the important messages she           
delivered.  

THINK!   First find the safest place to cross 

STOP!    Stand on the pavement near the kerb 

USE YOUR EYES AND EARS!    Look all around for traffic and listen 

WAIT UNTIL IT IS SAFE TO CROSS!    If traffic is coming, let it pass 

LOOK AND LISTEN!   When it is safe, go straight across the road –   
do not run 

ARRIVE ALIVE!    Keep looking and listening 

Nasal Flu Vaccinations 

Nasal Flu Vaccination consent forms have been issued 
to children in Reception through to Year 6, via book 
bags.   

The form has a section at the bottom which you need to 
complete indicating your wishes. Please complete the 
green section if you are giving consent or the red      
section to refuse it.   

Please return a form for your child regardless of    
whether you wish them to have the vaccination or not by    
Friday 8th November. These forms should be posted 

through the white letter box at the front entrance. 
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Year 6 - The Globe and Bikeability 

On Monday 21
st
 October Moorhens travelled all the way to London to visit Shakespeare’s Globe. Having studied 

both the playwright and Tudor times in school, they were excited to see what this unique, historical theatre would be 
like. It didn’t disappoint. Following an early lunch, the children were taken to the outside of the smooth white walls. 
Modern day London and the River Thames flowed by whilst an actor and tour guide named Jack transported his 
audience back in time. He told them about the history of the Globe before opening the doors to a magnificent    
spectacle. The children were stunned by the ornate and detailed architecture, the musicians’ gallery, the stage, the 
seating and the hidden trapdoors. Incredibly – it was all made of wood. The ceiling, of course, was open to the   
elements. They needed the light in Shakespeare’s day. The highlight of this part of the day was when the whole 
class took to the stage and stunned the other visitors with a quote from ‘Macbeth’. 

After the tour, Jack led the class to a hidden room. With a focus on the play ‘Macbeth’, which the children had been 
studying in school, they took part in a drama workshop. In groups of two or three the activities brought out the    
thespian in everyone. Hopefully, the children will be able to showcase some of these activities in their next          
assembly. A quick visit to the shop and it was time for home. London was left behind, but the memories of the day 
will last a long time. 

On Monday 14
th
 October it rained. And it rained.  And it carried on raining right up until Thursday. But that didn’t 

dampen the spirits of Moorhens who were all set for their Bikeability course. Bikeability is a cycle training            
programme organised in conjunction with the borough. Before the course could begin, bikes, helmets and clothing 
were all thoroughly checked to ensure that everyone was safe. Initially the class learnt how to handle their bikes in 
an off-road environment (i.e. the playground!) which prepared them for cycling on the road. They were then taken 
out to learn the skills needed for single-lane roads and simple junctions with light traffic, so that they are now 
equipped to deal with short journeys such as cycling to school or the local shops. Later in the week, children were 
also given the skills and confidence to tackle more challenging roads and traffic situations. Hopefully the course will 
allow the children to continue to pursue this popular and eco-friendly activity. 

Cygnets Settle in Well to New Routines  
 

Our new intake have all settled really well into Cygnet Class. They have been learning about themselves this term 
and looking at the changes in autumn, especially in nature. Time in class is always busy but everyone is getting 
used to the routines of the school day. Their first outing to the Harvest Festival Service at church was fun and     
everyone enjoyed learning special harvest songs during assembly time, all of which told of why we celebrate      
harvest time and how our food is harvested. The children are trying really hard in the class to learn new things and 
have made lots of new friends which has impressed Mrs Brown and the team. Amongst other things, many books 
have been shared including ‘Funnybones’, ‘The Little Red Hen’ and ‘Rosie's Walk’. The children have particularly 
enjoyed exploring their new outdoor learning area, which was installed during the summer holidays.  
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Science Week 

Monday 7
th
 October saw the start of the first themed week of this academic year. The Holy Trinity scientists,      

whatever their age, were ready to go – Science Week was underway. Back in the classrooms, new topics were   
discussed, famous scientists were researched and investigations were started.  

On Tuesday, “Boffin Kathryn” from ‘Science Boffins’, enthralled everyone as she caused pops, bangs and fizzes   
during a whole school assembly. She showed the children how electricity can light up the world around us, and also 
how science can be used to perform tricks which appear to be done by magic. Following her assembly, Kathryn 
showed individual classes a number of scientific spectacles in more detail. The children discussed splitting the atom 
and how electricity works. They put their hands on a plasma ball and demonstrated the conductivity of humans as 
they passed a current through themselves to light up an energy stick. 

On Wednesday, some very exotic visitors emerged from an equally exotic truck; Berkshire Reptile Encounters had 
arrived. The children had the opportunity, not only to learn about these amazing creatures, but to both hold and 
touch them. There were snakes and lizards and many more, all helping to raise awareness of these unusual      
creatures.  

The pupils had the opportunity to show how they could carry out scientific investigations themselves in a carousel of           
experiments across the school. In Key Stage One, Mrs Nicol and the children used surface tension to create chalk 
pictures, whilst Mr Burn tested materials to see which would make the best rucksack. Out on the field Miss Davis 
tested how the number of mints affected the size of the explosion in a bottle of cola (it was certainly a good idea to 
do this in an open space especially when she got to eight mints!). Higher up the school, in Mrs Brown’s class, the 
children used their knowledge of vibrations to make a musical instrument and with Mr Redjeb, the children created 
a     chemical reaction which made enough toothpaste for an elephant (if Boffin Kathryn could do it, then so could 
they!). Finally with Mrs Cornwell, they harnessed the power of static electricity to create an invisible force which 
moved both tissue butterfly wings and empty cans in very mysterious ways. 

Some pupils also had a session with ‘Brickies’, who provided the children with building challenges that are linked to 
a theme. There were no instructions to follow, but the children’s own imagination and creativity was encouraged to 
flow leading to some amazing results. 

On Friday, Michael Faraday (not the real Michael Faraday of course, but an actor who knew everything about him) 
came to tell the whole school about his life and works. He managed to enthral everyone with an amazing interactive 
show before visiting the younger children in their classrooms. 

This year’s Science Week was particularly busy. The children have been inspired, awed and amazed. They have 
also worked hard and learnt a lot. Our providers have been fantastic and a very special ‘thank you’ must be said to 
those parents, and friends of parents, who came in talk to individual classes and share their specialist scientific 
knowledge in order to enthuse our children further. This year we were lucky enough to learn about topics from    
visiting speakers which ranged from harnessing the power of hydrogen and oil; the principles of physiotherapy; 
building structures; nutrition and flight; along with the mathematics of the Solar System. 

And last, but not least, thank you to you for your support with our technology challenge. The results are, of course, 
a credit to both you and the children. Well done to all our present and future scientists, you are all helping to us to 
both understand, and better, our truly wonderful world. 
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The Eco-Council are absolutely delighted to announce that at the beginning of term they achieved their goal and 
gained official status as an Eco School.  

The Eco-School global programme engages 19.5 million children across 67 countries, empowering children to drive 
change and improve their environmental awareness in order to achieve the international Eco-Schools Green Flag 
award. The programme develops pupils' leadership skills from Foundation Stage to Year 6 by providing a unique 
opportunity to lead change within their school and have a positive impact on the wider community.  

The Eco-Council followed a Seven Step process and their work was assessed by a member of the Eco-School   
organisation. The assessment was led by the children who shared their initiatives, action plans, evaluations and 
photographic records with the assessor. The assessor was incredibly impressed by everything she saw, especially 
for a first Green Flag. We are extremely proud of the children and have been inspired by their commitment to      
raising environmental awareness at Holy Trinity. 

The current Eco Councillors will remain in place until the end of the year. In January, elections will take place in 
each classroom to decide a new team. Our Foundation Eco Councillors have already been elected. They are     
Sophia Wilson O'Byrne and James Owen.  

 

 
Gardening Club 

 

Gardening Club had a busy start to the year with the delivery of 250 tiny viola plants from Flowerland. The team 
worked hard to get each plant into its' own pot so that every child in the school could take one home. Gardening 
Club also received their second delivery from Rocket Gardens in Cornwall as a result of gaining their RHS Level 3 
gardening award. You may have  noticed some of these vegetable plants in the wheelbarrow and tubs outside the 
Year 3 classroom. Gardening Club have also been clearing space in the Wildlife Area to create a wildflower bed. 
Look out for news of this in the spring! 
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NOVEMBER 

 

6th - 8th Book Fair  

8th   Year 5 Class Assembly 

11th   War Memorial Service at 10.50am 

14th   Year 4 trip to The Nutcracker 

15th   Children in Need 

20th  Open Evening for parents of children joining  
  in September 2020 - 4pm - 6pm 

21st  Year 6 trip to War Horse 

22nd   Mufti Day for PTA Christmas Fayre 

29th   Christmas Fayre (no afterschool clubs today) 

 

DECEMBER 

 

5th  Nasal Flu Vaccinations  

6th  KS1 & Foundation trip to Norden Farm 

10th  KS1 & Foundation Nativity at 2:00pm 

11th  KS1 & Foundation Nativity at 6:00pm 

17th  KS1 & Foundation Christmas Party 

18th  Rocksteady concert for Parent at 9.15am 

18th  Christmas Lunch 

18th   KS2 Christmas Party 

19th   Christmas Church Service at 10:30am 

20th  Last day of term (no afterschool clubs) 
 

Christmas Holiday 

21st December 2019 - 5th January 2020 

 

 Follow us on twitter and see more of what 

we are up to! @HTSchoolCookham 

Sporting News 

Dates for your Diary 

Football 

Our Yellow team, dressed in blue, kicked off the       

season with a double-header at Furze Platt. Against a 
strong host team, a resilient first half performance was 
undone due to a stiff wind and one or two moments of 
panic as Holy Trinity succumbed to a chastening 4-0 
defeat. The boys showed great character in the second 
match - having been rushed back onto the pitch by a 
referee in a hurry - against Cookham Dean. Despite a 
wonder goal from midfield dynamo, Harry Macleod, the 
boys were edged out 2-1. 

Our Red team, also in blue, journeyed over to       
Woodlands Park Primary School for their curtain-raiser. 
A strong, skillful performance was too much for the 
hosts to handle as Holy Trinity - thanks to a brace from 
Joe Parrott and a fine strike from Alfred Bedwell - ran 
out 3-1 victors. 

The Year 5/6 football team faced fierce competition 
from Furze Platt Junior when they clashed on the 16

th
        

October. After a tough first half the scores were level, 
but the team kept positive as they entered the second 
half and thanks to some fantastic teamwork Tom Harris
-Evans, assisted by Joe Parrott, scored a sensational 

goal. Sadly, before the end of the match there was an 
unfortunate own goal, which lead to the final result   
being a draw at 1-1. The team fought hard and       
functioned well as a unit throughout, coming away  
happy with the result.  

 

Megafest Rugby Festival 

On the 21
st
 October a handful of exceptional rugby  

players from Year 3 and 4 took part in the first ever 

Megafest Rugby Festival at Maidenhead Rugby Club. 
The team took part in four matches and four other   
rugby themed activities to enhance their skills. Using 
great teamwork and skill the team won all four of their    
matches. Their positivity and professionalism shone 
through on the day, leading to great success.  

Year 5/6 Rugby 

The Year 5/6 rugby teams took the field in their     
opening game of the season against Lowbrook      
Academy. The B team were first to kick off and played 
some scintillating rugby with Arthur Knight in particular 
impressing. The A team were next to take the field and 

were equally impressive with the way they ran onto the 
ball from depth. Finally the Girls’ team were up. In a 
high quality match they played with determination, spirit 
and a smile on their face which was a joy to watch. All 
matches were closely contested but final results were a 
hard fought victory for the B team and a narrow loss for 
the A and Girls’ team. 

 

 

 

Netball 

The netball team has taken the league with full dedication 
this half term. With a superb turnout at the Wednesday 
morning training sessions, the Year 5 and 6 children have 
been committed to developing their skills. 

The team has played against three strong schools this 
past term with all players demonstrating excellent      
teamwork and sportsmanship. Two confident wins were 
secured against Oldfield and Lowbrook, followed by a 
minor set back against St Edmund Campion.  However, 
after this one loss, the children returned to training the 
next day with more vigour and tenacity than ever. Well 
done to all the children who come to training and thank 
you to  Mrs  Newman and Miss Huish who help coach 
during the training sessions. The team look forward to 
more matches next term. 


