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A Message From Miss Smith 

As we come to the end of the first term of this new academic year, I write to thank you for the support you have 

shown the staff as we have grappled with the complexities of keeping school open while at the same time trying to 

keep everyone safe. It has been an enormous challenge. Back in September my overriding aim, once risk         

assessments had been written and shared, was guaranteeing a warm welcome for the children. With the support of 

the staff, including those new to the team who have settled so well, I feel I have done this; I hope you agree. From 

surveys we have recently carried out with the pupils, it is clear that they are happy to be back in a school           

environment where they feel safe and able to learn.  

Their teachers have worked diligently over the last seven weeks to first establish gaps in the children ’s knowledge 

following a long period of lockdown and then to start plugging them. The pupils have all responded well and are 

working hard to address targets and meet new challenges. The introduction of Times Table Rock Stars for KS2 

and ‘Numbots’ for the younger children has been hugely successful in helping the child gain speed in recalling 

number facts. Both these sites can be accessed from home. We have increasingly tried to find ways of making the 

learning engaging. Our trips this year to a ‘virtual’ Henley Festival were fun and we do hope your child has spoken 

positively about the activities we have been able to run during Science Week. We hope you enjoy reading about 

this and the other things that they have been getting up to in class reports laid out here. 

After half term, I will continue to use the weekly newsletter to keep you abreast of developments in the borough 

and impart what I hope is useful information. I trust you have found the information you have already been       

signposted to helpful. Newsletters will remain on the school website www.holytrinitysch.co.uk for the foreseeable 

future so you can refer to them. Information on spotting signs of Covid-19 and knowing what to do in such         

circumstances are all available here. Together, by being vigilant and acting responsibly, we can keep the risk of 

those catching it small. Ultimately this will mean that we can keep school fully functioning without the need to close 

bubbles and send children home.  

When we return after half term we will continue to use the staggered drop off and pick up times. This system is 

working well and reducing the number of people coming into contact with one another at the gate. It would help if 

you could leave promptly during times when congestion is increased. I would also request that, if you need to drive 

along School Lane, you avoid parking directly opposite the entrance to our car park. This is causing vehicles that 

are trying to pass to mount the curb near the waiting area thus creating a hazard. Your help with this would be 

enormously appreciated.  

http://www.holytrinitysch.co.uk
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News from Around the School  

  Collective Worship 

Restrictions have meant that the way we deliver collective worship has been modified. As we are no longer able to 

meet together as a whole school in our hall for fear of multiple ‘bubbles’ coming into contact with one another,      

collective worship is taking place on a daily basis in classrooms, often with the children leading sessions. They seem 

to be enjoying the chance to explore Biblical stories and topical issues with smaller numbers made up of just their 

class mates. Perhaps more than ever, these moments to reflect, offer prayers and be thankful for what we have, are 

important.   

We have also received support from Father Nick and his team. Recently, the children watched Holy Trinity’s Harvest 

Service and both Reverend Helen and Father David have recorded assemblies which we have been able to show in 

class. They have led to some wonderful discussions and provided timely opportunities for reflection.  

Their harvest messages have also inspired everyone to lend their support to ‘Foodshare, Maidenhead’. We collected 

a huge number of food parcels for the charity which will provide much needed assistance to those living locally. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the prayers the pupils have chosen to add to class prayer trees this term reflect their understanding of the 
need to look after others during this time of uncertainty. This also showed itself a few weeks back when so many 
chose to wear something green in support of Macmillan Cancer Support. Together we raised £232.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The words of Jesus, which form part of our vision and constantly guide us in school, help us appreciate just how  
important it is to show kindness and generosity, now more than ever.   
 
34” 

I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 

35 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”  

John 13:34-35 
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The pebbles that the children have decorated also reflect some of the important messages we have been discussing 
in class. We are yet to collect enough to span the entire length of the path so perhaps your child might like to design 
one during the holiday.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
Over half term, with more time to spend together as a family, you may like to embark on another project which is 

sure to bring some joy to others. Samaritan’s Purse is a charity which provides Christmas gifts to poverty-stricken 

children all over the world. Every year we ask you to bring shoe boxes to school that you have filled with toys and 

hygiene products, before they are then collected by the charity. This year, again, we would like to support them in the      

wonderful work they do. However, we will not be collecting your shoe boxes at school. Instead, by using the link:  
 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/find-your-drop-off-location/  
 

you will be able to find your nearest drop-off location in Maidenhead to take your gift. National Collection Week falls 

between 9
th
-16

th
 November. If you and your family do take part, please send a photograph to the office; it would be 

lovely to share pictures with the children in school of the gifts you have sent.  

 

Extra-curricular Activities 
 
With a little bit of work and support from external providers, we have been able to run some extra-curricular activities 
this term. The children have met before and after school to participate in kickboxing, football, Spanish and choir. We 
will continue to review our provision, possibly introducing more activities if we feel it is safe and feasible to do so.  
 

PTA 

As so many are having to do now, the PTA have found a way of meeting virtually in order to plan future projects. 

While we are limited in what we can do, it would appear that there some rather creative ideas being floated. This 

week the children have been busy designing Christmas cards. These will be available for you to buy after half term 

so do look out for information on how to do this.  

On Tuesday 10
th
 November, the team will be holding their annual AGM. Invitations to this will be circulated closer to 

the time. All are welcome to attend.  

Absences from School 

If your child is absent from school, it will remain imperative after the holiday that you telephone or email the office 

each day they are not in. This will help us to keep a check on who is unwell and allow us to put in place measures to 

support those unable to attend. We will continue to use Google Classroom for disseminating work, including     

homework.  

Lost Property 

Perhaps I could also ask you to use half term to check that the clothing your child comes to school in is still clearly 

named. This also applies to any equipment your child brings in, including all writing equipment and water bottles. The 

quantity of lost property has reduced dramatically because, with so much named, we have been able to return any 

mislaid items to their owners immediately. We hope to be able to continue to do this with your support.  

Miss Smith 

https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/find-your-drop-off-location/
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Cygnets Settle in Well to New Routines  

 
Considering that prior to the start of term Cygnets had never been into their new classroom, the children have settled 
beautifully. We started the term sharing a whole school theme, based on the book ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers. 
The story complements the topic ‘all about ourselves’ that we focus on during the first term. We have learnt about 
our five senses, different parts of the body and how important it is to look after ourselves. We also looked at how the 
children have changed from when they were babies. We had great fun guessing whose image it was when the     
children all brought in a baby photo of themselves!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                               
                          
 
 
 
 
The class are enjoying exploring the outdoor wildlife learning area, looking for signs of autumn and making leaf and 
bark rubbings. We have made repeated patterns with leaves, acorns and bark and the children found lots of 2D 
shapes around the school when we went on a shape hunt. They have enjoyed exploring their new classroom and the 
outdoor area, learning new things and making lots of new friends. Amongst other things, many books have been 
shared including ‘Funnybones’, ‘The Little Red Hen’ and ‘Rosie's Walk’ which all the children found extremely funny.   
 
 
 
                            
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
                                               
 
This term, we particularly learnt about harvest time and why we celebrate Harvest Festival. The children listened to 
Reverend Helen from Holy Trinity Church talk about traditional seasonal celebrations before making some very 
thoughtful prayers for our class prayer tree.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We ended the term with science week and learning all about the famous inventor and ocean explore Jacques    
Cousteau. Soap-powered fish were made and raced in water and the children made an ocean in a bottle and created 
some very colourful tropical reef paintings. Science week ended with learning about healthy eating and designing a 
healthy fruit plate. The class agreed that the best bit was then eating the fruit!  
 
In Cygnets we are sharing our school work using Tapestry; it builds a very special record of their experiences,      
development and learning journey through their time in Reception. We add photos, videos and diary entries, along 

with you, as parents, contributing too. It ‘weaves’ the story of how they are growing and developing this year. Please 
continue to post messages and images next term; your input is invaluable.  

Mrs A Brown 



Holy Trinity CE Primary School Newsletter  5 

 

 
 

Swan Class 

What a busy first term it’s been in Swan Class! The children soon settled into the new routines and challenges of life 

in Year 1 and have made lots of progress in their many areas of learning.  

Our topic work began with the whole school theme based on the book ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers. Swans      
created a long frieze all about life under the sea and this has been used as a resource for our writing, displaying   
vocabulary, conjunctions, openers and punctuation (VCOP). We also spent time in the wildlife area reflecting on 
what a wonderful world we live in, which resulted in our own version of the Louis Armstrong song. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Castles is an ongoing focus of our topic work which will continue after the break. So far we have looked at the      

features of a castle and drawn and labelled our own. English work has been based on texts that contain a castle: 

‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ and ‘George and the Dragon’ and the children have worked hard to write sentences to retell 

stories. Learning to recognise nouns and adjectives has been a target, as well as regular handwriting practice.  

During the week of Harvest Festival, Swan Class read the book ‘Leaf Man’ by Lois Ehlert. Look at our own amazing 
Leaf People! They had lots of adventures! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science work, “Seasonal Changes”, has included the children photographing signs of autumn, reporting on the 
weather in the wildlife area and keeping a daily weather diary containing measurement of rainfall and temperature. In 

Science Week, the children found out about everyday materials, identifying and labelling them and discussing their 
properties and uses. They conducted a waterproof investigation and completed a chart to show their results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Being in a bubble with Cygnet Class has also enabled us to timetable slots together when the children have been 

able to follow their own interests and have some independent learning time. This has led to making new friends as 

well as maximising the use of resources in both classrooms. 

Mrs Nicol 
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Kingfisher Class 

After months of being apart, it was an absolutely unforgettable sight to see the new Kingfishers coming together 

again as a whole class. They were so delighted to see each other and I too was thrilled to see them. Having missed 

our time together for transition, we spent the first couple of weeks getting to know each other as we explored the  

fabulous book by Oliver Jeffers, ‘Here we Are’. The children reflected on things that felt the same and things that 

were different, such as the layout of our classroom. They shared their excitement at being back in the classroom and 

discussed the things they were looking forward to most, using art as a way to express what they were thinking.  

Using Louis Armstrong’s ‘What a Wonderful World’ as inspiration, Kingfisher Class wrote their own lyrics, reflecting 

on all the things they considered wonderful on planet earth by focusing on their surroundings, their families and the 

all the opportunities they have.  

As the term progressed we began another book study: ‘Beegu’ by Alexis Deacon. The main character  Beegu,        

unexpectedly crash lands on earth and being unable to communicate with anyone, finds herself alone. Kingfishers let 

their imagination run wild as they each created a friend for Beegu! The children used their alien friends as stimulus 

for creative writing, producing some fabulous character descriptions focusing on appearance, personality and the 

qualities of a good friend. They used the first person to retell the story in role as Beegu and then to write a Goodbye 

letter to Beegu as she left earth to return to her planet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kingfisher Class have covered a variety of topics in maths, including revising place value, addition and subtraction, 

doubling and halving, adding multiples and near multiples of 10, time to quarter of an hour, clockwise and             

anticlockwise direction, bar graphs and pictograms. The children have also begun to learn their 2 x table.  

In RE we have explored leaders – both in the Bible and in their own lives. Firstly, the class discussed the              

characteristics of a good leader before looking at Moses and the Ten Commandments. They then encountered  

Joshua and saw how his faith in God enabled him to be a strong leader, eventually bringing down the walls of      

Jericho.  

Geography this term has been the study of oceans, both globally and around the UK. Kingfishers have labelled 

maps, studied the cause and effect of waves and written poetry to describe both calm and rough seas.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children had a fantastic end to the term with Science Week! They rounded off their ‘Living Things and their    
Habitats’ topic by building a whole class bug hotel in the wildlife area: ‘Bugingham Palace’! For their DT challenge, 
each member of the class was asked to create a component which was then put together for the final design. During 
the week the class also worked on their ‘Animals Including Humans’ topic. We looked at lifecycles and healthy living, 
which including exercise and diet. Kingfisher Class are very grateful to Dr Johnson for giving up her time during the 
week to talk to us via Google Classroom.  

Mrs Y Brown 
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Gosling Class 

What a busy and productive half term we have had! The class have settled so well into new routines and procedures 

and have a real thirst for learning.  
 

Our science topic of rocks and fossils has been a source of great curiosity for the children and we are continuing it by 
learning about Mary Anning. Here we are collecting soil samples to study. Our study of the Stone Age has been 
equally popular!  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
We are constantly seeking to establish good habits around hygiene and keeping ourselves safe. Tidy desks and  
surfaces, handwashing, remembering ‘hands, space, face’ are all part of the routine. In Science Week we looked at 
vaccines via Edward Jenner, growing cultures in petri dishes, the digestive system and the importance of teeth     

hygiene. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

When we came back to school, the children joined in a whole school topic based around the book ‘Here We Are’. We 
thought about special places and people, how we look after the Earth and aspects of keeping bodies and minds 
healthy. On that note, we have also created a wonderful display about growth mindset and the importance of        
resilience and never giving up. We enjoy being creative too – here’s a snapshot of painting with watercolours,      
creating a backdrop for our Stonehenge silhouettes, and leaf patterns work.           

We have collective worship daily in class, as we cannot meet together for assemblies at the moment. The children 
are volunteering to take collective worship themselves, which we are doing once weekly. This has been so good for 
their confidence, their speaking and presenting skills, and as well it has helped them be truly engaged and involved 
with the themes we cover.  

Mrs Thandi has been making great strides in French and the children love the songs and conversation they are    

developing. We have been lucky in PE that the class has been able to get outside for every lesson so far and the 

children are really benefitting from Mr Whittle’s specialist teaching. They have made so much progress in all areas 

this half term – they have been delightful to teach.  

We are very sorry to say goodbye to Mr Hacobian at the end of this term but he has promised to keep in touch. We 

will welcome our new Teaching Assistant at the beginning of next half term.  

Here’s wishing you a happy and healthy half term holiday.  

Ms O’Reilly 

Hands, Face, Space display 
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Teal Class 

After such a long time apart, save for some jolly good fun Google Meets, it was lovely to see the quite wonderful Teal 
class back together again in September. Though the classrooms and routines are different, the joy that I - and I hope 
the children too - get from being together has not changed. 
 
How the children will look back at this time and recount the experiences to their own children is fascinating to        
consider. I've been very impressed by just how calm they seem to be. To encourage them to take a break from the 
stresses and strains, we have been thinking about mindfulness, or not thinking about mindfulness, clearing the head, 
you know? Fancy coming to school to empty your mind - who'd have thought? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Of course coronavirus precautions are extremely important and affect the way learning is approached. A number of 
our practical resources can't be shared but we're finding ways...for example, what better way to achieve social     
distancing when working with number lines than by strapping the children to one? Incidentally, we couldn't help but 
notice how effective this is as a behaviour management strategy too - a keeper! 
 
Our initial work in school this term was based on the Oliver Jeffery book 'Here We Are'. Using one of the illustrations 
as a stimulus, the children have created a fantastic VCOP display board to help support their writing over the course 
of the year. It even features twinkling stars which light up the dark sky like, well, children in a classroom! 
 
 
Classroom lessons have never been short of spark as the children have studied Roald Dahl's ‘George's Marvellous 
Medicine’. Helped rather wonderfully by Rik Mayall, they have been guided through George's house, past his grumpy 
old bat of a Grandma to shelves laden with all manner of curious concoctions. We have gazed, mesmerised by the 
brutal, bewitching, staggering, fierce and frenzied potion full of wizardry and magic. Ooh, and we've played lots of 
footy at playtime. 
 

This term Mr Whittle (not ‘Mr Whistle’ as one child thought right up until the break) our new P.E. teacher has ably led 
the children through all manner of physical exertion like a slightly less menacing Pierluigi Colina. 
 
We have moved on from looking at electricity in science lessons to a block of work during Science Week on healthy 
eating, healthy lifestyles, the journey of food from mouth to backside, teeth and sleep. We were helped out by some 
virtual experts; a qualified expert joined us in the classroom virtually to share mindfulness through Yoga and we were 
also supported in our learning by a Paediatric Dietitian to analyse what we eat and to explain how the right food 
choices can help us improve the quality of our lives. Their help was enormously appreciated and the children       
thoroughly enjoyed their input.  
 

Mr Burn 
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Cormorant Class 

Cormorant Class have had a busy first term, settling back in and learning about our planet, in more ways than one. 
This began with studying ‘Here We Are: Notes for Living on Planet Earth’ in which we learnt about the themes of 
mindfulness, positivity and caring for one another. It was also a great book which linked to our science topic for the 
term, ‘Earth and Space’. During our first weeks back, we created a short documentary as a class, using iPads for   
filming after writing our own scripts.  

Once we had settled back in, we began our English topic studying ‘Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone’. This 
text inspired us in lots of ways from creative writing about Diagon Alley, instructional writing on brewing potions and 
poems about journeys to Hogwarts. It also inspired us in our artwork as we created Harry Potter themed bookmarks 

and display pieces around the room. We also enjoyed settling down each lunchtime to listen to some of the         
wonderful actors from the Harry Potter films read the first book, a project which had been completed over lockdown, 
that we got to enjoy together.  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In History we have begun to study Ancient Egypt, a topic which has excited and challenged our thinking. Together 
we have looked at the Ancient Egyptian society, pyramids and the mummification process. We created a fantastic 
Ancient Egypt display board which showcases some of the excellent writing and art created throughout the term.  

In Religious Education we have been looking at Sikhism and have found it interesting to see how different religions 
take part in ceremonies and how they were founded. This term we have also shared some thought-provoking       
Collective Worship sessions led by the class. These always have a poignant message and are closely linked to our 
school’s Christian Values.  

 

 

This term the pupils of Year 5 also began another two new topics, Steel Pans (Music) and German (Languages). 

They have enjoyed these immensely and are really immersing themselves in these new experiences.  

While things have been a little different this term, we still managed to attend the Henley Literacy Festival through the   

power of technology. We tuned into a live session with Omar Mohamed and Victoria Jamieson who spoke about their 

book, ‘When Stars Are Scattered’. Victoria (the illustrator) also led a session teaching us how to draw a figure from 

the book, which we all had a go at creating together! The Harvest Service was also attended virtually thanks to the 

Cookham Church team who had recorded their Sunday service for us to watch. Inspired by this, Cormorant Class 

wrote some lovely prayers which are now displayed in the classroom. They also produced some mindfulness artwork 

with autumn leaves as a theme. 

We concluded the term with Science Week, during which we learnt about a variety of topics. We studied the ways in 
which materials can change, we thought about mindfulness and its effect on the brain and were also lucky enough to 
have some visitors who spoke with the class virtually. Overall, the term has been a huge success, with Cormorant 
Class returning to school showing a positive attitude and an enthusiasm to engage with a number of new topics 
which have all produced some fantastic work. 

Mr Redjeb 
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Moorhen Class 

It has been both a busy and productive term for Moorhens. Having returned as the pupils at the top of the school, the 

new Year 6s spent some time focussing on what school life means, and the effects of lockdown during the           

pandemic. They used the text ‘Here We Are’ by Oliver Jeffers to consider the impact that recent events have had on 

themselves and the world at large. They concluded by summarising everything that is special about them and by   

producing a fabulous display of pictures of themselves along with a letter to a special person about a memorable 

event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In English, the children have been enthralled by the plot of William Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’. They have used this 

multi-layered text to write in a variety of genres: and have written a play script and a poem along with setting and 

character descriptions. They have also carried out research to facilitate their factual report writing in the form of a 

biography about Shakespeare.  

Despite not being able to go to ‘in real life’ to this year’s Henley Festival, the children were able to hear fascinating 
literary talks by two authors: Katherine Rundell and Omar Mohammed. Both shared their suggestions for writing   
creatively and recommended that the children keep diaries and read as much as they possibly can. 

Having completed last year’s essential work on human development; learning about the properties of light has under-
pinned the children’s science investigations this term. They will have learnt the importance of planning and carrying 
out a fair test in order to get the most reliable results from their experiments. Investigations so far have revealed that 
we can spilt white light and that water can make a magnifying glass.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In history, the children have thought about what constitutes a crime and what an appropriate punishment might be. 

They have learnt how this has changed over the years and it was with some relief that they discovered that whipping 

is no longer considered a suitable punishment for a child who is making a fuss in the market place!  

They began maths lessons by revising place value and multiplying and dividing decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. In 

addition to this, they have learnt how to find the area and perimeter of some complicated compound shapes along 

with lots of work on fractions which they have compared with decimals and percentages as well as other fraction 

equivalents. They have divided fractions, multiplied fractions, ordered fractions and no doubt dreamt in fractions! 

What it takes to be a saint has been our focus in RE whilst in collective worship, the children have taken charge and 
produced some excellent presentations on a variety of subjects including harvest and the problems caused by plastic 

in the ocean. 

The class has adapted brilliantly to new routines and have already shown themselves to be responsible role models 

for the rest of the school.  

I wish them all, and you, a relaxing and well-deserved half term break. 

Mrs Cornwell 
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Science Week 2020 

 
Monday 19

th
 October saw the start of the first themed week of this academic year. Despite the fact that the world is a 

very different place this year, the Holy Trinity scientists, whatever their age, were ready to go. 
 
Sadly of course, we have not been able to invite visitors into the school this time but several kind volunteers offered 
to provide us with virtual talks and workshops. This meant that, in Key Stage 2, Year 6 were able to find out more 
about a gorilla conservation project from a real vet who joined us all the way from Uganda, as well as learning about 
the role of a pediatric physiotherapist from a class member’s sister. Year 5 pupils were challenged to make a tower 
out of straws which was strong enough to hold a golf ball which they managed to achieve with some degree of      
success. They are well on their way to becoming the structural engineers of the future. Mindfulness was one of the 
themes for Year 4 who have been shown how to be both yogis and healthy eaters. In Year 3 the children learnt 
about the digestive system and posed some very relevant and pertinent questions about waste products! And finally 
in Year 2 the class were shown how to stay healthy and how much energy they get from different foods. They even 
made a lemon battery! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As well as welcoming virtual visitors, the teachers have worked very hard to come up with activities and challenges 
that their classes could undertake. Year 6 have investigated the properties of light and electricity whilst Year 5 have 
found out about the properties of materials as well as reversible and irreversible changes. Year 4 have undertaken 
practical work involving a stomach simulation, a meal diary and looked at tooth decay using eggs; whilst Year 3 have 
grown their own germs and studied the effect of different liquids on teeth. Animals including humans provided food 
for thought in Year 2 and in Year 1 the children also made a study of the properties of materials, focusing on what 
makes something waterproof. Children from both Foundation Stage and Year 1 took part in a carousel of activities 
based on materials and the sea. Not only did Reception children make soap-powered fish to race in water, but they 
also made an ocean in a bottle and created some very colourful tropical reef paintings. 
 
Across the school we have learnt about many famous, and some not so famous, scientists. All have provided us with 
an insight into how the world has changed and is still changing. Some have given us much to think about for the    
future and have inspired us to take more responsibility for our fragile world.  
 
Science Week would not be complete without the design and technology challenges. This year, depending on their 
age, we challenged the children to make: a periscope, a marble run, a marvellous medicine bottle, a bug hotel, a 
face mask, a waterproof shelter for a teddy or a boat fit for a (little) prince. As always, we were very impressed by the  
children’s (and your own) efforts. The results are, of course, a credit to both you and the children. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To commemorate science week in this very strange year, we have decided to make a book to celebrate our happy, 
healthy school. Each year group will make a contribution and we hope to share our ideas about healthy eating, 
sleep, mindfulness, hygiene and exercise with you in this format in the near future. 
  
This year’s Science Week was, despite the restrictions, packed with activities. We hope that the children found  
something to inspire and amaze them. They have worked hard and learnt a lot and we have been very proud of their    
efforts.  
 
Well done to all our present and future scientists, you are helping us to both understand, and better, our truly       
wonderful world. 



Holy Trinity CE Primary School Newsletter  12 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Holy Trinity Eco Council would like to welcome the new Cygnet Eco Councillors, Arthur Clipson and Missy 
Cochrane to the team. Eco Council meetings will look very different this year, but rest assured Holy Trinity's       
commitment to the environment and the planet remains the same. With one of the current Year 5 Eco Councillors 
moving out of the area, we also welcome Rosemary Lucas to the group. 

Gardening Club 

Way back in February, Gardening Club applied for their RHS Level 4 award. For this award, Gardening Club    
needed to show that alongside using tools, planning and planting seasonally, they could also raise money to buy 
the seeds, plants and equipment for their garden. Although it seems a long time ago, you may remember seeing 
the Gardening Club selling decorated pots at the Christmas Fair, along with bags and bottles produced by the Eco 
Council. The stall raised around £200 which will be used for future gardening projects.  

The children from Gardening Club (now in Years 4 and 5) were also responsible for planting wildflowers which we 
enjoyed in school over the Spring and Summer months.  

 
 

PE & Sports 

In Cygnets the main focus has been the children’s physical literacy and improving their speed, agility and ways of 

travelling safely. The children have shown great independence in their learning and brought with them lots of       

energy and enthusiasm to every PE session. 

KS1 have completed 2 units: Attack, Defend, Shoot and Run, Jump, Throw.  

Year 1 have practised movements including running, jumping and throwing and have begun to engage in           

competitive activities. They have also begun to link running and jumping and develop throwing techniques to throw 

over longer distances. 

Year 2 have been practising sending and receiving a ball using their feet. They have been trying hard to refine ways 

to control their bodies using a range of equipment and linking combinations of skills, e.g. dribbling and passing. In 

athletics they have developed power, agility, coordination and balance and have negotiated obstacles showing  

increased control. 

KS2 have completed 2 units: Football and Athletics. 

In Year 3 football lessons the children have been able to show basic control skills whilst sending the ball with some 

accuracy to maintain possession and build attacking play. In athletics the focus has been jumping for height and 

distance and throwing with speed and power whilst applying appropriate force. 

In Year 4 football lessons the children have been improving their passing for distance and dribbling in different    

directions using different parts of their feet. They have also evaluated their skills to aid improvement. In athletics 

they have used a variety of equipment to measure, time and compare different styles of runs, jumps and throws. 

In Year 5 football lessons the children have demonstrated a number of attacking and defensive tactics and have 

become more skilful when performing movements at speed. In athletics they have sustained pace over short and 

longer distances. They have run as part of a relay team and performed a range of jumps and throws. 

In Year 6 football lessons the children have chosen and implemented a range of strategies to attack and defend. 

They have suggested, planned and led simple drills for given skills. In athletics they have applied strength and    

flexibility to throwing, running and jumping whilst accurately and confidently judging across a variety of activities. 

They have worked in collaboration to demonstrate improvement. 

Finally, a big well done to those children across the school who have received a PE and sport values certificate this 

half of term.    

Mr Whittle  
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 The staff and I, mindful of the fact that you have not had the same opportunities to talk at length with the team or visit      

classrooms, hope that you have enjoyed hearing from your children during the term, and reading here, about all the 

things that have been happening over the last seven and a bit weeks. It’s has certainly been a busy term but the  

children have shown remarkable resilience for learning and great enthusiasm for all the things we had planned. It 

has been a delight to welcome them each morning and see them almost skip in, all keen to meet the challenges that 

await. We are acutely aware of how strange the world must appear to them at the moment and it is this which       

motivates us to make things as normal as we possibly can for them here at school. Although we have had to review 

and modify many of our procedures, the fact that Science Week, for instance, was still able to run has given some 

sense of normality and hopefully shown the children that life goes on. Our thanks go particularly to those of you who 

provided virtual workshops during our themed week; your presentations certainly brought excitement and made the 

last five days of term even more special.  

Ensuring we provide a safe environment for everyone when we return after the holiday remains our overriding aim 

but we will continue to make the learning experiences as varied as we can. We hope the next seven weeks are as 

enjoyable as these past seven week, according to the children, have been.  
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On behalf of everyone at Holy Trinity, I would like to wish you and your family a happy and safe half term break. The 
staff have reported over the last few weeks how strange it has been not having the same amount of contact with you 
as they have had in the past but, despite this, you and the children have been in their thoughts as we have tried to 
provide the very best we possibly can through testing times. We hope you have valued the virtual meetings we have 
held, whether it was the ‘Meet the Teacher’ presentations at the start of term or the Phonics Workshop more        
recently. We have certainly appreciated your attendance at them.  
 
We are looking forward to welcoming you and your child back after the holiday. We will all be here with the exception 
of Mr Hacobian. Owing to personal circumstances, Mr Hacobian is having to relocate to the north of England. We 
were thrilled when he joined the school a year ago. During his time at Holy Trinity he has become a significant part 
of our team bringing with him enthusiasm, energy and some impressive dance moves! We are extremely sorry to be 
saying goodbye; he leaves with our very best wishes. In place of him we will be welcoming Miss Shaw to Holy     
Trinity. She will be based in Year 3 and, like Mr Hacobian, she too has expertise in dance. I am sure you will join me 
and the staff in welcoming her to our school.  

 Follow us on twitter and see more of what 

we are up to! @HTSchoolCookham 

3
rd

 Nov  BucksCC Transfer Practice Test (11+) 

5
th
 Nov  BucksCC Transfer Test (11+) 

10
th
 Nov  PTA AGM via zoom  

13
th
 Nov  Children in Need (details to be confirmed) 

17
th
 Nov  Virtual Open Evening for Parents of Children starting in September 2021 

23
rd

 – 27
th
 Nov Maths Week (details to follow) 

 CALENDAR DATES 

The new term begins on  Monday 2nd November. We look forward to seeing you then.  


